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that application be presented to the Min-
ister who, in turn, would secure the
Treasurer's approval for such financial
accommodation.

Take the Position of an officer of the
bank who has lived in country areas due
to his employment. He may have been
in Geraldton for some years and then
be transferred to Merredin, Bruce Rock,
Albany or Bunbury with no opportunity
of purchasing a home for himself. If he
is appointed a commissioner-I think this
would be the goal of every officer of the
Rural & Industries Bank-and he comes
to reside in Perth, knowing how difficult
it is for bank officers to exist on the re-
muneration they receive, he will have no
financial reserves with which to provide
for himself an adequate home, when he
takes up his position as a commissioner.

I feel that is a time when a commis-
sioner should have the opportunity of sub-
mitting an application to the Minister for
financial assistance. It should be done
after it has been perused by his fellow
commissioners. The Minister, in turn,
would secure approval for the advance from
the Treasurer for the time being. The
goal of every officer of the bank. I repeat,
must be to become one of the bank's com-
missioners, but, having achieved that goal.
he may, through certain circumstances.
need financial assistance to provide a home
for himself and his family. I feel that
the measure, which is designed to encour-
age officers of the bank to bank with their
own institution, Is a good one, and I sup-
port it.

Question Put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

in Committee.
Mr. Sewell in the chair; the Minister for

Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.

Clause 2--Section 17 amended:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
particularly interested in the point raised
by the member for Vasse. I think that,
as long as protection and some security
are given and some discretion is allowed
to the Minister, as the hon. member sug-
gests, what he has put forward might be
a very good move. The commissioners
themnselves are satisfied with the Bill be-
cause it is general banking practice not
to permit an executive officer of a bank
to enter Into any loan or other borrowing
arrangement from the institution if he is
in a position to make a certain profit out
of the knowledge which he has as an
officer of the bank. But within reason, as
suggested by the hon. member, the matter
could well be looked into and I promise
to do that.

Mr. BOVELL: The main reason why
I made the suggestion is that an officer
who has probably not resided in the metro-
politan area may become a commissioner,
and he may have no financial resources
to enable him to purchase a home. He
may have had no accommodation from
the bank in the past, and here he is pre-
cluded from applying for it, but under my
suggestion be can be granted accommoda-
tion for the specific purpose of providing
himself and his family with a home. I
agree that he should not decide whether
he should have the accommodation but
that that matter should go to a higher
authority, namely, the Minister. My pro-
position is mainly to assist him to get a
home.

Clause put and passed.

Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

House adjourned at 9.35 p)-m.

Wednesday, 5th September, 1956.
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QUESTIONS.

DONNYBROOK CIDER AND
CANNING CO. LTD.

Sale of Buildings by Government.

Hon. H. K. WATSON asked the Chief
Secretary:

Concerning the cool store, cider factory,
hostel and Plant hitherto leased by the
State Government to the Donnybrook
Cider and Canning Co. Ltd.:-

(a) Have such buildings and plant re-
cently been sold?

(b) If the answer to question (a) is
'Yes"-

(1) 'What was the cost to the
State Government of these
buildings and plant?

(2) What was the sale price
thereof?

(3) What were the terms of
payment?

(4) Was the sale by auction, or
tender, or private treaty?
And if by private treaty,
why were tenders not
called?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
(a) Yes.
(b) (1) £36,004, including land, build-

ings, stock and plant.
(2) Miscellaneous sales reduced this

price to £32,449, and the balance
of the assets were then sold for
£27,000.

(3) A deposit of £7,000, and the
balance of E20,000 by four equal
and consecutive half -yearly Pay-
ments of £5,000 each on the 31st
July and January each Year
commencing the 1st July, 1956,
plus interest on outstanding
balance at current bank rates.

(4) The sale was made by private
treaty. Tenders were not called
because, following extended ef-
forts and negotiations, the Gov-
ernment was satisfied that the
highest possible price had been
obtained.

STATE SAW MILLS.

output and Men Employed.

Hon. J. MURRAY asked the Chief
Secretary:

Will he inform the House of-
(1) The total output of the State Saw

Mills for the years 1952-53;
1954-55?

(2) The monthly average of men em-
ployed to produce the above
figures for the years 1952-53;
1954-55?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
(1> Loads Produced-

1952-53 ..
1953-54 ..
1954-55

(2) Men Employed-
1952-53 ..
1953-54 ..
1954-55 ..

... 48,306

... 48,794

... 53,710

... 757

... 771

... 858

STATE BRICK WORKS.

"Seconds" on Hand.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH asked the Chief
Secretary:

(1) Is it a fact that there are 800,000
Pressed bricks classified as seconds, stacked
at the Byford yard of the State Brick
Works?

(2) Is it a fact that there are nearly
1.000,000 Pressed bricks, classified as
seconds, stacked at the Armadale yard of
the State Brick Works?

(3) Are these bricks not suitable for in-
side work?

(4) How is it intended to dispose of these
bricks?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
(1) and (2) There are a number of

Pressed bricks classified as "second class"
stacked at Byford and Armadale yards
but far less in number than stated. The
stockpiling position at these yards is con-
sistent with the condition of the building
industry today.

(3) and (4) Yes; these bricks are suit-
able for interior work and many other
uses. Every effort is being made to dis-
pose of them on a depressed market. The
price schedule provides a special rate for
such.

PENSIONERS.

Hospitaliation.

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM asked the
Chief Secretary:

Is he aware-
(1) That pensioners holding medical

entitlement cards now only re-
ceive the first 28 days free of
hospital charges if admitted to
public wards?

(2) That if no bed is available in the
public or low rate wards they are
placed in wards carrying a higher
charge?

(3) That these Pensioners when ad-
mitted are asked to sign form HA.
22?
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(4) That this form, in small print, MElRREDIN HIGH SCHOOL.
reads:

I hereby apply for admission of
.....to a .....I..... bed ward,

In the event of this not being
available whatever accommoda-
dation is available will be ac-
cepted and I promise to pay the
prescribed fees, including extras.
subject to the deduction of
Hospital Benefit allowable to
the Hospital by the Commnon-
wealth. I agree to notify the
Hospital Authorities in the event
of changing my address.

Date .........
Signature...........

(5) As most pensioners do not know
and are not advised that their
signature waives the normal con-
cession of free treatment, and as
the cost imposes an impossible
hardship on their slender re-
sources, will he take steps to pro-
vide that the 28 days' free treat-
ment is applicable to all wards in
Government hospitals?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
(1) Pensioners with medical entitlement

cards receive free hospital treatment for
the first 28 days in a general or public
ward of a public hospital. If no bed is
available in a general ward, or where a
single room is required for medical reasons,
a pensioner receives free treatment in any
ward irrespective of size.

(2) Answered by No. (1).
(3) Infrequently a pensioner, or his rela-

tives, demand private accommodation when
a bed is available in a general ward and a
single room is not necessary for medical
reasons. In these cases treatment is not
free, and the hospital obtains a guarantee
of payment on form HA. 22, which is the
standard form used in respect of private
patients.

(4) Yes.
(5) Before a pensioner is admitted to a

private ward, at his own or a relative's
request, the pensioner or relative is ad-
vised that the hospital fees are payable in
respect of a private ward, less 12S. per day
Commonwealth hospital benefit.

BETTING.
Tabling of Papers, Appiecross Shop.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH asked the Chief
Secretary:

Will the Minister lay on the Table of
the House the papers relating to the grant-
ing of a licence for the starting-price
betting shop in Ardross-st., Applecross?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
No. The file will be made available to

the hon. member at the Minister's office as
it contains personal reports of a confiden-
tial nature.

Contract for Construction.
Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM asked the

Chief Secretary:
(1) What was the contract price for

construction of Merredin high school?
(2) To whom was the contract let?
(3) Were public tenders called?
(4) What are the financial arrange-

ments for payment?
The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
(1) £83,670.
(2) Jennings Constructions (W.A.) Pty.

Ltd.
(3) Yes.
(4) All payments due prior to the 1st

August, 1956, deferred until the 1st August,
1956. All subsequent payments by cash as
due.

BILL-MARKETING OF POTATOES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, re-
solved:

That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary to enable
a Bill for "An Act to amend the Mar-
keting of Potatoes Act, 1946-1949" to
be taken on receipt of a message from
the Legislative Assembly, and to have
precedence each day before the re-
sumption of the debate on the Ad-
dress-in-reply, and to be passed
through all stages at any one sitting.

ADDRESS-IIN-REPLY.
Seventh Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. R. F. HUTCHISON (Suburban)
[4.44): In making my contribution to this
debate, I would like to add my condolences
to those already voiced in respect of the
members who have departed this House,
and to extend my sympathy to their
families. I congratulate the new mem-
bers who have been elected, particularly
Mr. Jeffery. I am very glad to see him
here. I hope the new members will find
a great deal to interest them during their
stay in this Parliament.

I would like at the outset to congratu-
late the Hawke Government on its great
social service programme, and on the cour-
ageous approach it has made to this very
difficult problem. I took a visitor from
Victoria around the psychiatric clinic in
Haveloek-st. yesterday, and she was
amazed to see that we had such a free
service for the public of Western Aus-
tralia. This is a most modern home, and
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It was indeed with pride that I could show
her something that had been achieved by
the Government during its term of office.
The borne was only opened shortly after
last Easter, and I was informed yesterday
that over 500 patients had been treated
in it up to date.

The patients dealt with are nervous
cases and it is necessary to endeavour in
this way to alleviate the sufferings of
people who would perhaps not be treated
with such good results if they were sent
to Heatheote or Claremont. The Govern-
ment also assists financially a very worthy
cause through the assistance it is giving
to slow-learning groups and spastic clinics
with which I am personally associated.

Of these things I can speak with some
authority because I understand them. The
home to be opened for the mentally in-
curable children is an entirely new de-
parture and a complete precedent in Aus-
tralia. It will relieve a suffering minor-
ity in the community by helping the
mothers of those children to retain their
health until something can be provided
to fully meet their children's needs.

I am very pleased to see that the Jury
Bill will be introduced again this session,
and I hope it will have a different fate
from that which it suffered last session. I
would like to congratulate the Government
on initiating a medical school fund, and
it gives me great pleasure to be in a State
where an appeal such as this has proved
so great a success. The things of which
I speak cover very important fields of en-
deavour and are factors that really matter
in human relations.

The relief of human suffering, together
with the recognition and the uplifting of
the dignity of the individual brought about
by legislation introduced by the present
Government is a matter of great pride to
me. These activities help to cure the ills
of society, which in my opinion are mainly
caused by the economic system under
which we have to live at present. I refer
to the competitive system. That is the
main cause of nervous breakdowns, and
there has been a real attempt by the pre-
sent Government to relieve these difficul-
ties and to promote human happiness in
some small measure.

Now I propose to refer to a most touchy
subject. I have looked at the plans for
the new additions to Parliament House;
and while I did see some provision for the
women, it surprised me to find that that
provision was only for women's toilets. I
do not know whether members are aware
of the fact, but this is the only State in
Australia in which accommodation is not
provided for the women members of Parlia-
ment. When I first came to this House and
spoke of the matter, it was pointed out to
me-rather naively-I thought-that there
were no "women" in Parliament, but only

"memnbers." I referred this remark to one
of the women's organisations. and they
suggested that I treat it literally and exer-
cise my full prerogative and then see how
convenient it would be for the other
members.

I would earnestly ask for some provision
to be made for women members of Par-
liament. There should be at least a room
set aside in which we can deal with the
cases which are referred to us, some of
which would never be ref erred to a man.
When I look around, it seems to me that
men have been the lords of creation for
so long that when they built the Parlia-
ment Houses they never visualised that
the time would come when society would
evolve far enough to have women memn-
bers. There were provisions in our plan for
a billiard room and a bathroom. I know
that I1 can use them, but I do not want
to.

There is a committee which I have been
asked to carry on; and because I cannot
always set away, it is necessary for it to
meet here. Through the courtesy of the
Chief Secretary, I have been able to use his
roomn-a privilege for which I am very
grateful. Personally I have no complaint
to offer against any member of this Par-
liament as all have treated me as I would
expect to be treated. I hope that in using
his room I have not inconvenienced the
Chief Secretary.

There are some niceties of life. I, as
the only woman of this Parliament, do
not like to use the common room, and
there is no place here to which I could
retire should I have a headache. I do
not feel I am encroaching when I talk
about that plan, because there will always
be women members of Parliament and a
room should be provided, as in all other
States in Australia, for the use of women
members. I have always been tolerant
and never made any fuss; but as this
provision is made in all other States, as
well as in the Federal Parliament, some-
thing should be done about it now that
we are making additions.

Why such a large room was needed for
a bathroom for Council members I do not
know, and I think better use could have
been made of some of the accommodation
here, although I must say the House Com-
mittee has made the most use of the
existing accommodation elsewhere. I am
speaking of this matter now so that nobody
will be able to say that the subject was not
brought up.

I have said how pleased I am with
some of the things the Government has
done. But there is a pressing need of
which I would like to speak. I would like
to see something done In the way of a
home for the more sophisticated type of
delinquent boy, as I think it is dreadful
to send an adolescent boy down to the
Fremantle gaol among criminals where
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there is no means of segregation. There is
a very successful -home run by the Church
of England, and I would say that the cor-
rect method would be to make that a safe-
custody home to which the more sophis-
ticated boys could be taken.

This type of lad should be kept in cus-
tody, because if he absconds he has to
commit a crime to exist, as he will not
go home. He has to subsist, so he commits
other offences and becomes more or less
a lost soul. Something must be done to
deal with this type of offender. I hope
some approach will be made to this matter
and everybody will lend support even to
the extent of legislation in that connection
being passed by this House.

I asked a question in the House as to
whether a girls' home would be provided
and the answer was "yes". I am speaking
on this question because I have a real
interest in it and feel we have a wrong
approach to delinquency. While I was
in New South Wales, I carried out con-
siderable research and visited many of the
homes, where some years ago a very pro-
gressive policy was inaugurated.

They were then spending £2 per head
against our expenditure of 7s. at that time.
They introduced an educational system
under which girls who were committed to
a home and found to be teachable were
given instruction in various kinds of work.
It was found that a very high percentage
of these girls were saved by allowing them
to do things for which they were fitted.
In one home there was a girl who pre-
sented a problem, but it was found that
she liked machine work and had an apti-
tude for designing. By the time this girl
had served her term, Poys in Sydney took
her from the home and she earned £9 a
week on special work on this machine,
doing high-class stitchery.

Cooking and domestic science are also
taught and the method of approach is en-
tirely different from ours. Our girls have
to earn their subsistence by being Put to
laundry work as there is no alternative. It
would pay handsomely to save these child-
ren and not have them a charge on the
State. I want to point out these things
and give my idea of what should be done.
If the thought is thrown out it might be
taken up and something done to educate
these children, because most of them have
not had the opportunity to be educated. If
they are not very smart at school there
are, no doubt, plenty of things that they
would be reasonably good at, and we could
at least give them a chance to have a fuller
and better life and take their place in
society.

I was interested yesterday to hear Dr.
Hislop mention perimeter hospitals, and to
hear him say that they should be State-
subsidised. I wondered, If I tested him
further, whether he would say they should
be socialised. I think the idea is wonder-
ful. and it Is a socialistic Idea. It is my

idea of socialism in practice. Perimeter
hospitals would serve the purpose which he
said they would, and that is something we
could well think of in the future.

His remarks brought to my mind an
indignity I always feel, because the first
thing that the late Mr. Chifley did, when
he commenced his health scheme, was to
remove the pauperisation of people by lift-
ing the means test from the out-patient
departments of the public hospitals; but
almost immediately the Opposition became
the Government it clamped down on that,
and its action has put us back aeons. In-
stead of progressing, we have gone back.

The way the hospitals are supposed to be
subsidised through the Health Act is alto-
gether wrong. That we have to make
charges that are beyond all reason so far
as the working man Is concerned, before
the individual can be reimbursed, is abso-
lutely wrong. Of all the things we should
be prepared to do, we should be prepared
to bring in a reasonable, free health-
scheme under adequate Commonwealth
subsidy.

I want to touch on the cement dust
nuisance. This matter concerns other
members, too. I have interviewed women
living in affected areas, and I know the
frustration they are suffering. I have not
heard repeated, at any interviews or meet-
ings, the suggestion I brought forward at
a public meeting which I attended, namely,
that something be attempted so that we
could remove the nuisance. I notice that
in a newspaper it was implied that to think
of removing the cement works was stupid.
Well, I think they will have to be removed,
and the time will came when we will have
to see about it.

I suggest that a scheme be drawn up
under which a royalty shall be paid on
every ton of cement produced until we have
a fund that can be subsidised by the State,
and which will be able to meet the burden
of the removal. We would then end one
of the Ills that we have in a part of the
metropolis at the moment. The cement
dust nuisance at Rivervale is a real prob-
lem, and no progressive suggestion, that I
can find, has been made in regard to it.
The imposition of a royalty to establish a
sinking fund would be a realistic approach
to the question.

The drainage problem should be given as
high a priority as possible. While realls-
ing that the primary need of our people is
to have water taken to them-I was an
outback woman, used to dry areas and
purchasing water at a very high price,
and appreciate to the full what it means
to be without water-I think we have to
give proper consideration to drainage prob-
lems. In the Suburban Province which I
represent, together with Mr. Jeffery and
Mr. Griffith. the Morley Park water scheme
Is now going through. It has been a burn-
Ing question for some time. Also a start
has been made to take water to Midvale.
These places, however, are also suffering
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from a drainage problem. The first pri-
ority is to take water to the people, but the
Government should give as high a priority
as possible to drainage problems.

The Government deserves credit in this
matter because the Minister has been very
helpful. He actually did a drastic thing
in draining the water through the sewers
at Bedford Park near Shaftesbury Avenue.
That was a big thing to do. and I do not
doubt that he had to think well about
doing it; but he did it. The Government
has found money for pumping-it has
found it at the expense of other things.
I think-and it has done everything it can
for the immediate alleviation of the prob-
lem. This is a question that has been
common to Australia through the wet
seasons; but now that we have been faced
with it. I am sure that the Government
will endeavour to have the drainage scheme
accelerated if money becomes available for
the purpose.

I went to Carnarvan the other week to
recuperate from an illness, and I want to
mention the Praise that was on every lip
there for the North-West members. Until
I went to Carnarvon I did not realise what
a vast undertaking they had, and how they
have to work in the North-West. At Car-
narvon a Clay-bar has been put in the river.
They are waiting for the river to come
down, and if this clay-bar does what is
hoped, they anticipate that they will have
Permanent water in the Gascoyne River to
keep the banana plantations in good con-
tinuing production. The district is now
suffering from aL drought; the river has not
flowed for two years.

At the research station I was shown a
beautiful example of a white onion and of
a light brown onion. They have matured
at this time, which is our off-season, and
the people there have high hopes of the
onions meeting the off-season in Western
Australia. They told me that Mr. Norton,
the Minister and the other members are
most active Where. It gave me great pleasure
to hear what was said about them. The
bean and tomato crops are an absolute
picture, and experiments are going on with
tropical fruits. One man put in a crop of
cucumbers last season, and he received
£2,000 for it.

There seems to be a future at Carnarvon
that I never dreamed would be there. I
belonged to that part of the country-
further inland-and I never dreamed I
would see tomato plantations, even in
Geraldton. let alone Carnarvon. The people
there said that Mr. Wise got them the
bridge over the river. The clay-bar is a
real engineering feat. The Idea is to stop
the water from seeping away and so retain
It In the bed sands of the river.

I am concerned about the aged pen-
sioners. We have heard lately of the pro-
posal to start a centre In Perth for them.
The idea Is to overcome their loneliness.
The civilian widows are a long-suffering
class of pensioners, and I want the House

to know that it is accepted Labour policy
that when the Labour Government is re-
turned to the Federal House, the civilian
widows' pensions are immediately to be
raised to the same standard as those of
the war widows so that they will all be in
the same category. That is a forward
movement, but it is not generally known,
and that is why I mention it here.

If people could see the real hardships
of these Women who try to raise families
after being left, through no fault of their
own, there would be more understanding
of the problem. I am one who dislikes the
thought of cheap charity; of a woman
having to go cap in hand because she has
a family of children and has last her
breadwinner. Some get through-I faced
the situation myself-but not everyone
does. There are all kinds of reasons why
women do not get through, such as ill-
health, special circumstances, crippled
children, handicapped children and so on.
That women should have to stay home
month after month and year after year,
trying to subsist on the pittance given to
them, is a national disgrace.

I was amused when the Federal Budget
came out and it was called the "little
Budget." I'll say it was a 'little budget!"
I think it is a great blot on the escutcheon
of the Federal Government. What is the
good of medical science prolonging life if
old age is going to be a misery and the
people do not have enough to live on? It
would be more merciful to let us all die at
an early age. I cannot see any sense in
letting people live to be absolutely miser-
able. If there was a war tomorrow, the
Government would find the money for It-
millions of pounds-yet people have to live
on a small subsistence through no fault of
their own.

The sum of human unhappiness is such
that it goes right down through the chil-
dren. In the early ages, when men bad
land to till, the problem of food was not the
great bogey or threat that it is now. Today
in our urban areas we have an unemnploy-
ment problem which is assuming major
dimensions. There is nothing so dread-
ful or degrading for a man as being unable
to sell his labour on the market. He has
the right to work and work cannot be
found for him. It is every man's birth-
right to be able to work and earn his food
and keep; but here we have the economic
cycle again.

Yesterday I listened to members talking
about money going down through the
primary producers. The problem is bigger
than that. The economic system under
which we live is wrong. It is "boom and
bust," and it has been ever since I can
remember. There has been little change.
for the better. The system is slowly evolv-
ing. but it Is only evolving by the eff orts
of Labour thinkers. it always makes me
smile to hear people say "socialist so and
so." Socialism is a way of life, and to me
it promises the best way of life in the
world.
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The dignity and happiness of human be-
igs are at stake. To preserve that dig-

nity and happiness, what is wrong with
circulating the money among the masses
of the people? If we cannot preserve the
dignity and well-being of these people, it is
of no use Governments sitting in council.
We will never progress If we condone a
system that considers the only reward to
be that of profit making.

Recently I read in the Press an article
written by the Leader of the opposition
in another place, an extract from which
reads as follows:-

When the bitumen road ends and
you come to the corrugated section it
it wise to look well ahead and look
out for pot-holes.

In 1948, the late Mr. Chifley, who was then
Prime Minister of Australia, travelled well
over the corrugated road during the
nation's transition from war to peace. It
was an epoch-making achievement for any
legislator, because that transition was made
with slight inconvenience and with little
personal hardship to any Individual.

When big business interests were threat-
ened by the war, no one cried about con-
trols then. Everyone accepted them be-
cause we had everything at stake. Now,
however, those people have an entirely
different approach to controls. The wheel
has turned and unemployment is again in
our midst. In their opinion control is a
dreadful thing. It is supposed to be a
Frankenstein that no one can subdue.
However, controls cannot be a. bogey in one
set of circumstances and not a bogey In
another set of circumstances. That is an
opposition with a parallel.

If, in wartime, the economy of a country
is at stake and it is necessary to have
controls, surely the economy is at stake
when we are faced with another crisis, such
as unemployment! It is wrong for the
banking system to close up on credit in-
stead of making it more liberal. The prin-
ciple followed by Mr. Chifley was that
when bad times came money should be
made available through the central bank.
That money was to pay for large public
works and national projects so that people
could be kept in work until the economy
becomes balanced.

I am quite certain that the present posi-
tion will right itself because it has done
so before. Nevertheless, whilst we have
an unbalance there should be some way of
issuing credit through the central bank to
undertake national projects and public
works to ensure that people are kept in
work and, further, to make certain that we
do not suffer the degradation of the last
depression.

Another extract taken from this article
written by the Leader of the Opposition
tor the Press, reads as follows:-

In the light of our war and post-
war experiences, the socialist system
of tight Government controls and

bureaucratic directions with all Its
frustrations, wastes and inefficiencies
and its standing temptation to corrupt
practices, has been entirely discredited,

That is the type of statement that some
people make but are never able to qualify.
I feel quite certain that Hon. Sir Ross
McLarty could not qualify that statement.
Such remarks are nothing but pious wishes.

I think I have taken all the time I need
to make this speech, and I trust that some
of the comments I have offered will be
considered, and that when we are delib-
erating any legislation that passes through
this Chamber we will make the best pos-
sible contribution to the betterment of
society. Also, I hope that at least we will
all do our best to ensure that unemploy-
ment is wiped out once again. I am quite
certain that if war was declared tomorrow,
the Commonwealth Government would
soon be able to raise hundreds of millions
which it was able to do during the last
war. The wastage that is occurring In
the defence vote alone would keep the un-
employed men of this country in work and
in a more happy state than they are in at
the moment.

HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban)
[5.201: The debate on the Address- in-reply
gives members an opportunity to address
themselves to various subjects that are
raised in this House, and to discuss the
various activities that they become inter-
ested in during the course of the work
which they perform in their respective
constituencies and in the State generally.

Firstly, I want to join with other mem-
bers in expressing my extreme regret at
the passing of Hon. H. Hearn and Hon. DI.
Barker. Both those members rendered
valuable service in this House and to the
State, and I was indeed sorry to hear of
their sudden passing. Secondly, I want
to add my congratulatory remarks to
those which have already been expressed
to the members who were elected during
the last biennial election, and also to
those who were elected to fill the places
of the two members who have recently
passed away. I feel sure that in those
new members we will have men who will
serve the State well and apply themselves
assiduously to their parliamentary careers.

During recent sittings of the House I
have directed certain questions to the Min-
ister for Railways and-partcularly--- to
the Chief Secretary in an endeavour to
obtain information for the benefit of the
people in my constituency. Some of the
replies I received were satisfactory, but
others were most unsatisfactory. For
example, one of the questions I asked of
the Minister for Railways concerned the
establishment of the railway marshalling
yards In the Welshpool-South Belmont
area. As I have said, whilst some of the
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replies the Minister gave to those ques-
tions were, in the main, satisfactory, the
other answers which he gave have, unfor-
tunately, left among the people who live
in that wide area a grave feeling of in-
security.

They have expressed to me that they
do not know what to do with their houses,
their land, and their possessions. They
do not know whether the Government is
going to take over their land. Because
of the threat of resumption hanging over
their heads, they do not feel disposed to
improve their gardens or to make plans
for the future. It is with this in mind
that I am today trying to arrive at some
basis whereby I can approach these people
and say, "This is the Government's atti-
tude. This is what it has done,"

I am sorry the Minister is absent from
the Chamber temporarily, because if he
were here he would be saved the trouble
of reading my speech in Hansard, and
also I could direct to him personally one
or two important matters. It has come to
my knowledge thiat the Government has
seen fit to pay-I do not know the num-
ber of People involved or the amount
that has been paid--same money in
respect of land that is to be resumed
for the proposed marshalling yards. if
that is to be regarded as a precedent, I
want to know about it. I want to be able
to go to these people and say, "The policy
of this Government is to pay to you, if
You make application, compensation for
your land as speedily as possible."

On the other hand, if these people can-
not be paid, I also want to be told that.
When I put the question concerning the
payment of compensation to these people,
the answer I received from the Minister
was as follows: -

As soon as Possible after resump-
tion or acquisition has been effected.

In the light of the information that I have
received-namely, that some money has
been paid prior to resumption or acquisi-
tion-I am of the opinion that if it
is good enough for one person to be paid
in such circumstances, it is good enough
for others to be paid also. It is the bounden
duty of the Minister to make known what
the Government's definite future policy is
to be on this matter.

The people who own rural properties in
this area are anxious to know-If they are
to be put off their properties to make room
for the marshalling yards--what the Gov-
errnent proposes to do, so that they may
make the necessary applications for com-
pensation and receive the money to enable
them to establish themselves on rural
Properties further out. They want to know
when they can do that, and how they can
do it, and how much money they will have
available to establish themselves on an-
other property. Surely they are entitled to
something definite from the Government
on this particular matter!

I now wish to deal with the question of
housing. The other day the Chief Sec-
retary moved for the suspension of Stand-
ing Orders so that the rents and tenancies
Bill might be discussed and passed
through all stages. When he introduced
this measure, the Chief Secretary told us
of the dire necessity for It to be passed
because of the urgent circumstances that
prevailed. However, If one cares to glance
at the Press, ant finds contrary statements
made by the Minister for Housing in
another place.

For example, in "The West Australian,"
dated the 29th August, 1956, the Minister
for Housing was reported as saying-

Western Australia's back lag in
housing had been overtaken leaving
only the current demand to be met.

A little further down we Aind these words
published-

Because of the generosity of the
Premier the housing problem had been
solved sooner than otherwise would
have been the case.

I did propose to ask the Chief Secretary
whether the Minister for Housing was cor-
rectly reported in that article, because we
have heard so often how "The West Auls-
tralian" and the "Daily News" seem to
have developed a habit of grossly mis-
reporting the Minister for Housing. How-
ever, I do not think it is the Press that
misreports him, but I think it is the fault
of the Minister who more or less gets out
from under when these reports are made.
I am quite sure the reporters know their
business and know what they have beard.
They go back to their newpapers and sub-
mit articles of the nature I mentioned,
knowing full well what was said at the
time.

In order to test that out, I made In-
quiries at the State Housing Commission.
I said to the parliamentary liaison officer,
"What does current demand mean?" 'He
said he did not quite understand MY
question, and I replied, "Let me Put it this
way. What date of Commonwealth- State
rental applications for housing are you
dealing with at the present time?" His
reply was, "January. 1955." It IS Stretch-
ing the point a great deal to say that cur-
rent demand is from January, 1055. That
was one year and nine months ago; so
the situation which the Minister for Hous-
ing puts forward is not as true as it would
appear to be on the surface.

I was also told that people who required
fiat accommodation were being dealt with
as far ahead as March, 1956, so that it
a person wanted to live in a flat in pre-
ference to a house, he would have a better
chance of getting accommodation. That
accommodation is being provided at
Subiaco, Fremantle and Como. To ray
mind that is more like current demand.

The situation is plainly this: If a person
went to the State Housing Commission
today and lodged arn application for a
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Commonwealth-State rental borne, be
'would have to wait for a period of 18
months before be would get it, because the
Housing Commission is dealing with appli-
cations for January, 1955. It will1 be ap-
preciated that these are misleading state-
ments which we continue to receive in this
House. I think It is about time that mem-
bers were able to extract from the Gov-
ernment-and it is like pulling teeth-
Information of a correct nature to enable
us to find out exactly what the position is.

I want to say something about the elec-
tion which took place in April, 1956, and
preface my remarks by lodging a very
strong protest against the Government's
action in holding the Legislative Assembly
elections and the Legislative Council bien-
ial elections on the same day. By doing such
a thing the Government virtually turned
a voluntary election into a compulsory one.
The activities of some of the staff in the
polling booths were far from creditable,
but no doubt they were carried out under
instructions. In one polling booth I went
into in Victoria Park, there was a long
table in the main counting Centre which
was about four times as long as the table in
this Chamber. Seated behind it, shoulder
to shoulder, and so closely packed that they
could scarcely move, was an array of poll
clerks to deal with applications by people
who came to vote. One could go to the
first occupant at the table and give his
name, irrespective of the alphabetical order,
or to the last occupant and do the same
thing. There were 22 poll clerks employed
at that particular Centre.

At another Centre I went into during
my visit as a scrutineer for an L.C.L.
candidate, the returning officer told me
that the Electoral Office had supplied him
with so many poll clerks that he could not
accommodate them all, and he sent some
to the main counting Centre at Victoria
Park. That is probably the reason why
the main counting Centre at Victoria Park
had so many Polling clerks.

Just think of a returning officer on a
polling day having so much staff that he
could not accommodate all and had to send
some away, bearing in mind the fact that
the Government's excuse for holding the
two elections on the one day was that it
would be cheaper, and less money would be
spent from the taxpayers' pockets by hold-
ing combined Legislative Council and Legis-
lative Assembly elections!

Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: Was that
actually advanced as a reason?

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It was advanced
as a reason by the Premier. It is also very
interesting to see just how untrue a state-
ment of that nature was. When I asked
questions regarding the cost of various
elections--and I am sorry the Press did not
give some publicity to them-interesting
answers were given. To my mind It Is
important to let the people of the State

know about the lack of truth on the part
of the Government;, and, when the lack
of truth has been established, publicity
should be given to the fact.

The Legislative Assembly elections held
on the 25th March, 1950, cost £7,730 14s.
The Council elections held in May of the
same year cost £3,367 17Zs. 6d., making a
total of approximately £11,000. The Coun-
cil elections held on the 3rd May, 1952-
in fairness the increases must be taken
into consideration-cost £3,895 13s, l0d.
The general election of 1953 cost £9721 9s.
Ild. The Council election held on 8th May,
1954, cost £3,367 7s. 7d. but the combined
election cost £19,172 12s. 10d.

Hon. R. F. Hutchison: That 'was be-
cause there was such an awful franchise
qualification.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The hon. mem-
ber who interjected enjoyed about an hour
of the time of this House without so much
as a murmur from anyone. I am sure
she must have cut the time for her speech
so much shorter because of that fact. If
she allows me the same privilege, I am
sure I1 shall be able to cut down the time
of my speech.

We can see that the combined elections
cost approximately £20,000. If we add
together the cost of two elections which
were held on different dates, we will see
that the total approximated £11,000
What fragment of truth is there in the
Government's assertion that it would cost
less to hold the two elections on the one
day?

Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: The total
cost of the independent elections would
not amount to the cost of the combined
election.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Is was higher
in the former instance. The cost for the
independent elections was about £26,000.
In other words, five elections were held at
a cost of £26,000, and one combined elec-
tion cost £20,000. It is interesting to see
the sort of thing that has gone on.

To my mind the Government makes the
position a lot worse by ordering the
Electoral Office staff to go out into
the field after their normal office hours and
paying them overtime rates and so much a
mile for the use of their motorcars to put
people on the Legislative Council roll.
The Government should be well and truly
censured for its activities in this regard.
We know that the Constitution provides
that the method of obtaining enrolment
for the Legislative Council Is on a volun-
tary basis. We know that candidates,
organisers of political parties, and helpers
of candidates in Legislative Council elec-
tions spend a good deal of time going
around and placing people on the roll. But
to my mind it is a complete moral wrong,
if nothing else, for the Government to
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order the officers of the Electoral Depart-
ment into the field to carry out that
function.

Hon. 0. Bennetta: I hope they will do
that for me the next time.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I hope they will
not do that for the hon. member. I hope
that legislation wili be introduced which
will prevent the Government from doing
that sort of thing for the hon. member,
for me, or for anyone else, because it is
very wrong indeed to order officers of the
Electoral Department into the field for this
purpose.

Hon. G. Bennetts: If we made the Legis-
lative Council election compulsory, that
situation would be avoided.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: That is a mat-
ter which we will have opportunity to deal
with. I am now dealing with the activities
of the Government In regard to this par-
ticular point. Then we read In the Press
that the Minister controlling the Electoral
Department said that because of the lack
of time in one instance, people have not
had the opportunity of getting on to the
Legislative Council rolls, so they are to be
assisted by the officers going out.

He said that no discrimination was made
by the Electoral Department in the places
where these activities were carried out;
but we :find that the centres which the
electoral officers went into were State
Housing areas. They did not go into South
Perth; they did not go into Nedlands; they
did not go into Mt. Lawley; and they did
riot go into the places that were regarded
by the Government as Liberal strongholds.
They went into places which the Gov-
ernment regarded more as Labour strong-
holds. Whether or not the Chief Secre-
tary is dozing-

The Chief Secretary: No; I am listening.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFTH: -he knows that
is the case. These officers worked in Com-
monwealth-State rental areas. He also
knows that because his answer to a ques-
tion was that the Government paid these
men some £400 In overtime to get the en-
:olments. It would be extremely interest-
ing to see how many enrolments they were
responsible for obtaining, and to divide the
number of such enrolments into the num-
ber of pounds spent to see how much it
cost the taxpayers to get each one on the
roll.

I hope that we shall see legislation on
the statute book in the course of time
which will prevent a recurrence of what 1
would call an offence of the nature I men-
tioned. I also hope that we will see legis-
lation on the statute book to prevent this
Government or any other-but more par-
ticularly this one because it is the only
one which has created the breach-from
holding two elections on the one day.

For my part, I am quite certain that
no member of this House-not even the
Chief Secretary-could ever be convinced
that the framers of our Constitution had
in mind that the two elections would be
held on the same day, because one is com-

pulsory and the other is voluntary, and
the two should be kept completely separ-
ate. However, in this case, because it suited
the Government to hold them on the one
day, that was done. When one brings
a subject of this nature before the
House, there is nothing that anybody
can say in denial of the circumstances re-
lated, because members of the Government
know that what I have said is perfectly
true and nothing can be said in rebuttal.

The Chief Secretary: We do not want
to prolong your speech.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I have known
the Chief Secretary to take ample op-
portunity to prolong my speech when he
thought it would be of advantage to do
so or when he thought he could score a
point. But he knows that what I have
said is undeniable. Unfortunately these
things are done and the public forget very
easily and willingly and the matter goes
into oblivion and is not thought of any
more. But I think such things should be
thought of, and we should have legislation
on the statute book which would put a
stop to them.

In the few years I have been here, it has
always struck me that to pick up the Gov-
ernor's Speech is interesting, because the
Speech is usually the same type of thing
year after year. It tells Parliament two
things principally: What the Government
has done, and what it is going to do.

The Chief Secretary: Or hopes to do.
Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH:- But we know

that the Speech is prepared for His Ex-
cellency by the Government in power. It
would be excellent if the Government
would tell His Excellency not only what
it has done but all that It proposes to do,
because very shortly after His Excellency
delivers the Speech the Government
hastens to do things which are out-
side the orbit of that Speech, and which
would make bad reading for the public
assembled here on the day of the open-
ing of Parliament.

I heard one member speak of what Mr.
Chifley did for Australia. Mention was
made of the amount of loan funds made
available to this State. It is interesting
to observe that in the last year of the
Chifley Government- 19 49-Western Aus-
tralia received a grant of £l0,168,000. That
is the figure representing the Chifley Gov-
ernment's grant to Western Australia in
its last year of office. This year the West-
ern Australian Government received
£28,233,000.

Hon. R. F. Hutchison: There is a big
difference in the years, though.
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Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: And in the Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: No! Where is
amount of money, too.

Hon. R. P. Hutchison: And in the popu-
lation.

The PRESIDENT: Order, please!
Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: That is more

than twice the amount that was made
available by the Chifley Government. It
is interesting to observe that Western Aus-
traila, received more money on a per per-
son basis than any other State in Aus-
tralia. The figures for this year to the
30th June were as follows:- New South
Wales, £21 Os. ld.: Victoria, £18 12s. 10d.;
Queensland, £23 8s. 7d.; South Australia,
£28 10s. 5d.; Tasmania, £35 l5s. 5d.; and
Western Australia, £42 7Is. So what is
the good of the Government continuing to
say that the treatment that has been
meted out to it by the Federal Govern-
ment is niggardly when the same People
who give lip service to that know full well
that Western Australia has had more
money per head of population than any
other State of the Commonwealth!

The Lieut.-Governor's Speech on this oc-
casion contained the statement that there
are some disquieting features in the State's
economic outlook. I could not agree more!
We have unemployment in Western Aus-
tralia far in excess of that in any other
State. At present, the Government is lab-
curing under a deficit of £4,000,000, and
that amount is an overflow-or a deferred
payment, as it has been termed-from last
year. The Premier is continuing to ask
the Commonwealth Government for
£4,000,000 to stem the tide of unemploy-
ment, but the truth of the matter is that
that £4,000,000 is required to meet the de-
ferred payments or the promissory notes
this Government has given in respect of
work done last year and work to which
It has committed itself for this year.

The Chief Secretary: You know that
that is not correct.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: If it is not cor-
rect, the Chief Secretary will have ample
opportunity to refute it later. But I think
we have every reason to believe that it
is correct.

The Chief Secretary: You know that re-
quest was submitted with a schedule of
work upon which it is proposed to spend
the money.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I suggest that
the Chief Secretary go to another Cham-
ber and look at the correspondence which
has been laid on the Table there, and he
might then change his mind. If that cor-
respondence were brought here. I am sure
it would make some mighty good read-
ing-some very good reading indeed.
Would the Chief Secretary deny that the
State Housing Commission is £1,500,000 in
the red?

The Chief Secretary: No.

the Government going to get that
£1,500,000 to bring the balance back so
that it is equal? There is no comment.

Hon. P. R. H. Lavery: When the Labour
Government came into office it had
£8,000,000 to pay for diesel engines to the
purchase of which it was committed.
Where did that come from?

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I do not know
what the hon. member is speaking about.

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: You know
exactly what I am speaking about.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: We face this
deficit: and if there had been a change
of Government it would have been ex-
tremely difficult for the incoming Govern-
ment, as it will be for this Government,
to make Its way through the remainder
of this financial Year.

The Chief Secretary: That is nothing
new on a change of Government.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I suggest that
we are much closer to the margin than
the people of this State realise. Unless
something is done about the matter in the
near future, the whole thing could very
readily blow up. and I think nobody knows
that better than the Treasurer. We hear
talk about inflation and keeping down the
cost of living and profit control. We hear
talk about controls on everything except
the Government.

It is very interesting to see just how
much control this Government has been
able to exercise over public utilities and
public services since It came into office in
1953. For the benefit of members, I am
going to read some of the Increases this
Government has been responsible for since
1953 and leave members to examine for
themselves why the cost of living is as high
as it is, and why inflation is occurring in
the way it is. The figures I have to submit
to members are as follows:-

State Shipping Service:
Darwin freight rate, excluding per-

sonal effects, household goods and
foodstuffs-

August, 1953-Increase, l0s. per
ton; 4* per cent.

May. 1954-Decrease, is. 6d. per
ton; 1 per cent.

May, 1956--Increase. 7s. 6d. per
ton: 3j per cent.

Mines:
Survey Fees-Average increase of 55

per cent. from 11th June, 1954.
State Batteries~-

Northampton-Crushing charges
increased by 50 per cent. on
14th March, 1955, £1 to £l10s~.
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All Batterles--Average increase
of 331 per cent. on crushing
charges for base metals on
11th November, 1955.

Forests:
Royalty charges were increased from

February, 1953, from 125. 5d. to
19s. 2d. per load-approximately
54 per cent.

Crown Law:
Supreme Court Fees from 16th July,

1954, were increased approximately
2 per cent.

Lands and Surveys:
Survey Fees under the Land Act

have been increased by 33* per
cent., September, 1954.

Maps and Plans for sale have been
increased approximately 50 per
cent., 5s. to 7is. 6d.

Agriculture:
1st July, 1953-Orchard registration,

Is. to 2s.
ist March, 1954--Grade herd testing,

5s. to 7s. 6d,
1st August, 1955-Dipping cattle, 9d.

to is. Spraying cattle, is. to is. 6d.
Kalgoorlie Abattoirs-

From 14th September, 1953, slaugh-
tering fees were increased by 334&
per cent., id, to Id. per head
dressed weight.

Child Welfare:
Maintenance charges on account

wards in the Reception Home in-
creased from £1 per week to £2 10s.
per week-SO per cent.

Native Welfare:
Accommodation at Bennett House

increased from 15s. per week to
£2 16s. 8d. per week for adults, who
could pay. Generally the visitors
are indigent and no charge is
made.

Factories:
The schedule of fees was increased

with Parliamentary approval ap-
proximately 200 per cent.

Homes:
Accommodation charge for pension-

ers advanced approximately 14 per
cent, from £2 5s. 6d. per week to
£2 12s. per week. This is in ac-
cordance with the pension in-
crease.

Medical:
Consultation charges per visit for

North-West doctors increased from
10s. 6d. to 15s.-approximately 43
per cent.

Hospital fees increased by approxi-
mately 70 per cent., and out
patient fees from 2s. 6d. to 7is. 6d.
per visit.

wis

Public Health:
The range of pathological fees was

amended from 10s. 6d. to Ll I. to
i7s. to £6 6s.

Schedule of meat inspection charge
was Increased 50 per cent.

Mental Health:
Accommodation at--

Heathcote-E1 7is. to £2 4s. Id.-
63 per cent.

Claremnont-General, 16s. to
£1. 2s. 5d.-40 per cent. Ser-
vice, £1 4s. to £1 9s. 11d.-25
per cent.

Railways:
From lst October, 1953, the freight

rates were increased by an average
of 33h per cent.

Trains and Ferries:
Recent increases provide for 25 per

cent, on tramns and 50 per cent.
on ferries.

Registry:
Searches--2s. 6d. to 3s.; 20 per cent.
Certified copies-S5s. to 7is. ad.; 50

per cent.
Extracts-2s. 6d. to 3s, 20 per cent.
Change of name-Ss. to 7Is. 6d.; 50

per cent.
Registrations of births, deaths and

marriages within 14 days have
been exempt from the payment of
a fee. Previously it was Is., Is.
and 2s, 6d. respectively.

Fremantle Harbour Trust:
The scale of charges has been in-

creased approximately 100 per
cent. since February, 1953.

Country Areas Water Supply:
The rate has been increased by 3d.

In the £, which approximates iS
per cent.

Public Works:
Water Boards.-An increase of ap-

proximately 20 per cent. for the
year 1956.

Country Lands-The rate has ad-
vanced from 4&d. to 5d. an acre.

Irrigation-The irrigation rate of
11s. 3d. per acre was increased
to 22s. 6d. per acre. The latter
providing for two free waterings.
whilst previously it was one. In-
increase apjvroximates 7Is. 64. per
acre or 66j per cent.

Drainage-The charge has been in-
creased by approximately 25 per
cent.

Metropolitan Water Supply:
Sewerage and Drainage Rates--Net

Increase of 2d. in the t on annual
valuation.

Excess Water Charges--Increase of
9d. per 1,000 gallons.
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Many people will receive~ a nasty shock
this year when they get their excess water
bills. Some time ago the excess water rate
was Is. 3d. a thousand gallops, but if a
person paid the full Water rates before
the 30th November the rate was reduced
to is. per 1.000 gallons. Now that rate
has been Increased to Is. 9d. But if a
person does not Pay the full water rate
by the 30th November. the excess charge
Is 2s. a thousand gallons. These increases
continue as follows:-

Treasury:
A turnover tax of 1* per cent was

imposed on off-course and on-
course bookmakers on 1st August,
1955. This replaced the Winning
Bets Tax of 2j per cent, which
was imposed by the previous Gov-
ernment and operated from 5th
January, 1953, to 31st July, 1955.

The most disquieting comment that I
can offer is that the Government in-
tends making further increases in public
charges; but the Premier is not yet in a
position to tell the people what they will
be. There is a magnificent record, if ever
there was one, for a Government that
came into power in 1953 and talked of
keeping prices down, and the cost of liv-
ing down, and yet, with both hands, and
as hard as it could go, has increased the
price of Government services year after
year!

The Chief Secretary: Do you suggest
they should not have been increased?

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I am not sug-
gesting anything of the kind.

The Chief Secretary: Then what is your
point?

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: This: When one
picks up the Lieut.-Governor's Speech and
one sees nothing about these increases;
and when one reads the Premier's policy
speech delivered prior to the elections of
this year-about February-and one sees
nothing about them; and when one reads
the speech he made prior to the elections
in 1953 and one sees nothing about them,
one wonders what is going on. As soon
as this Government was elected, the people
of the State saw plenty of these increases,
and charges are continuing to increase.
That is my paint. I have said before in
this House-

The Chief Secretary: Is ours the only
Government in Australia that has in-
creased its charges?

Ron. A. P. GRIFFITH;. -that at times
it is necessary for a Government to in-
crease charges. I know that this is not
the only Government that has done so.

Hon. R. F. Hutchison: Then what are
you making a fuss about?

Hon. A. F, GRIFFITH: There is one fuss
I would like to make-

The PRESIDENT: Order!I

The Chief Secretary: No, you would not
be permitted.

Hon. A ' F. GRIFFITH: I suppose that
Hansard will report that as, "Many mem-
bers laughed." I am afraid that I do not
know where we are heading. We have to
find some answer to this problem; and it
is not a bit of use, the Government in
this State going to the Federal Govern-
ment and asking It for money to spend on
public works.

The Chief Secretary: I would suggest
that not one of these charges would have
been necessary if a certain Prime Minister
bad done what he promised-put value
back into the E.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon. A. F. GRIFFTH: That is in con-

formity with the usual line; it is always
the answer of members of this Govern-
ment. Everywhere I go I hear of nothing
else. The blame has always been placed
on the Federal Government. It does not
matter what happens, Ministers of tuis
Government always blame the Federal
Government. They are always saying,
"The Federal Government does not give
us enough money." I proved a little while
ago that this State has received more
money than any other State.

The Chief Secretary: That does not
mean anything.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I know it does
not satisfy the Minister or the Govern-
ment, and it does not stop them from con-
tinuing to blame the Commonwealth
Government. But we know full well that
that Government is not to blame; we know
that the unemployment situation, from
which this State is suffering at present.
cannot under any circumstances be
attributed to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.

The Chief Secretary: Why? Because it
did not bring in migrants, or something
like that?

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The Chief Sec-
retary knows, as well as I do-and probably
a lot better than I do-that the majority
of unemployed in Western Australia at
present were members of the building
trade. Is it or is it not a fact? Of course
it is a fact! In the main, the unemployed
in Western Australia were connected with
the building Industry.

Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: A lot of
whom came from the Eastern States at the
end of last year.

The Chief Secretary: A lot of them
came from overseas, too. You have only
to go to Freman tle to see that.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: If a man is run-
ning a business and he does all his trade
in six months, and has nothing left for the
remaining six months, what does he do?

Hon. F. D, Wilhnott: He shuts up shop.
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Hon. A. F. GRIFFTH: Of course he
does! He must say to his employees, "I am
sorry, but I have no work for you to do,
and I cannot continue to pay you." That
is exactly what took place in the building
industry this year. The Minister for
Housing made this comment:

]Because of the generosity of the
Premier the housing problem has been
solved sooner than otherwise would
have been the case.

The generosity of which the Minister for
Housing speaks is the Premier's allowing
him to overspend his allocation by more
than E1,500,000. So if he overspent by
more than Xl,500.000 in the first six months
of his trading year, he had nothing left to
carry on with for the last six months, and
unemployment was the only result. I say
that the unemployment situation in this
State at the moment-and it is getting
grave-is directly attributable to those cir-
cumstances.

The Chief Secretary: Of course the banks
refusing to advance loans for housing did
not have anything to do with it!

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The Chief Sec-
retary knows that that had nothing to do
with the situation.

The Chief Secretary: It did!

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I give the Minis-
ter for Housing this much credit: He said,
"This Government of mine has built more
houses than any other Government on
record for this particular time"; and we
have established that fact, and we agree
with him. But he also hurried on with
the activities of the Housing Commission
to such an extent that it had no work left
to do in the last six months of the year. It
is a very simple equation; and I revert to
the small man in business-or any man in
business for that matter. If he has no
work to do in the last six months of the
financial year, he does not want to keep
on paying his employees. And that is
exactly what has happened in the building
industry.

I do not think that the Government
should feel proud of the situation, and it
should wake up to Its responsibility and
not continue to try to tree itself from blame
and place it all on the Commonwealth
Government, when it knows full well that
that Government has had nothing to do
with the position. I reluctantly support
the motion moved for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply. I say "reluctantly" be-
cause I feel the people of this State are
having arbitrarily forced upon them in-
creases in prices for public utilities and
public services that they do not deserve.
However, they have to grin and bear it:
they have to pay and they will have to
continue to pay so long as this Government
thinks fit to continue with those prices.
I will watch, with a good deal of interest,

the further Increases in the price of public
services which the Treasurer of this State
envisages.

HON. J. MURRAY (South-West) [6.111:
1 would hate to let this motion pass with-
out Joining with other members in offering
my condolences to both Mrs. Heamn and
family, and Mrs. Barker and family. To
me the late Harry Hearn was a personal
friend; and when the Chief Secretary
moved the condolence motion, and mem-
bers spoke to it, I felt too deeply about
it to speak. The late Mr. Reamn tendered
advice to me on many occasions, and I
always felt that he gave members the bene-
fit of his extensive knowledge when he
spoke on any subject. I did not know the
late Mr. Barker very well, but he was a man
of honesty and sincerity of purpose. The
North had no more sincere stalwart in
this House, and I doubt whether It has
ever had one more sincere than the late
Mr. Barker.

I would like to use for the title of my
address this evening the heading of a
column which used to appear in "The West
Australian"; this column was called "One
Thing and Another" and In the column it-
self there was a small extract of verse
which has since appeared in many other
articles. it went something like this: "The
time has come to talk of many things'"
and it is in that way that I want to ad-
dress myself to this motion for the adop-
tion of the Address-in -reply.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 m.

Hon. J. MURRAY: Before the tea suspen-
sion I had addressed myself to the House
and joined with other members in offering
my condolences to the relatives of Hon. H.
Rearn and Hon. Don Barker. I also in-
dicated that I intended to occupy some
little time in discussing many things.
Before we proceed to that aspect. I would
also like to tender my congratulations to
those new members who have joined us
and to congratulate also those members
who had to face the last biennial election
and who were returned. Of the new
members I would say that, having listened
to them with some degree of interest, I
feel sure that when we come to that
Important part of our duty, which is to
discuss legislation and amend or pass it,
thus giving it our blessing, they will con-
tribute very forcibly to the debates on
those matters.

The first question I want to discuss in
general is in relation to the financial posi-
tion at the moment. It is probably a
strange topic for me; but it has struck
me on many occasions since I have entered
Parliament that the viewpoints of many
members-probably not so much in this
Chamber as In another Place-change, de-
pending on which side of the House they
are sitting, or depending on whether they
are part and parcel of the Government
or sit in opposition to it. I repeat that



[COUNCIL.]

that Is not quite so noticeable in this
Chamber as it was when I was in another
place.

To open nmy remarks, I would like to
quote some views expressed by Hon. F. J.
S. Wise. When I found the appropriate
volume of Hansard I discovered it was a6
bit cumbersome and further examination
showed that Mr. Wise's speech ran from
page 22 to page 38 of that volume. Ac-
cordingly I took some extracts from it.
I have checked and re-cheoked them to
make sure that they are identical with
the volume from which they were taken.
The Hansard volume to which I refer is
Volume 121 of 1948, page 32. This is what
Mr. Wise had to say then on the important
subject of the financial position and I
would commend his remarks to all mem-
bers who are really interested, not only
in financial matters generally but in the
present drift of the State. I quote as
follows: -

If members will carefully examine
the returns which are furnished, and
which show clearly the unproductive
and productive loan assets, they will
have ample food for thought. The
Government of this State, which pre-
tends to be so much against anything
savouring of socialisation, will get but
scant comfort from the fact that the
fully productive loan assets include the
State Saw Mills, the State hotels, and
the metropolitan markets. These are
the only three fully productive loan
investments in Western Australia.

That is also probably very near the mark
today. continuing from p. 33-

I come back to the point that the
public must receive service from State
instrumentalities which private en-
terprise could not and should not
operate. If the State has to be de-
veloped from loan moneys expended
on drainage, irrigation, land clearing,
and other projects, the taxpayer is
entitled to see, particularly if the bene-
fit can be measured, that a commen-
surate return is paid to the Treasury
for the services given. I put this to
the Premier: Can he expect other
States of Australia to continue to con-
tribute to the highest per capita re-
payment from income tax from uni-
form taxation collection unless he does
something to prevent the deterioration
in State finance of which I have spoken
so much this evening? In his Treas-
ury Department the Premier has men
who are acclaimed as experts and are
acknowledged to be authorities in pub-
lic finance in all Australia. I suggest
to him that he will be very unwise
unless he takes notice of them. I have
expounded sufficiently this evening in
connection with the railways position,
and one thing is clear: That unless
control is exerted-f or which I am
certain this Chamber would give him

authority, as we on this side endeav-
oured to obtain It-unless he exerts
suffeient strength to prevent what is
happening in that one department, we
will drift along into chaos that can
have only one ending.

At a later stage, on page 37, the then
Premier interjected, as follows:-

There is a greater demand on the
Government today to spend than ever
before.

Mr. Wise replied as follows-
Yes, and if the Governments are

willing to be led along that lane they
will be spending all the time, but if
we wish to have a condition of healthy
finance and happy relationships, then
we should attempt to curb any wil-
ful extravagance which can be avoided.
I hope that this State's Treasurer will
show by his own example and his own
endeavours that he is not going to be
led into a financial morass which
would-as "The West Australian"
points out-head us towards insolv-
ency. I also hope that by much care
and imagination he will be able to
adjust his finances to such a state as
will warrant the confidence of even
those who are opposed to him in many
other respects. It is only in this way
that we can expect to keep our State
intact and prosperous. We on this
side of the House do not wish to in-
dulge in petty criticisms but only
soundly to examine the position and
express our views so that the people
can decide for themselves just how
dangerous is this trend.

Those were the remarks made by Hon.
P. J. S. Wise in 1948, and history seems
to be repeating itself on this matter of
financial drift. Sir Ross MeLarty had
this to say on the same question; and I
quote from "The West Australian" of the
4th September:-

It is a long-term objective but we
are now only at first base and must
consolidate our position. How do we
do this? First of all there should be
a rigid cheek on Government spending
to eliminate waste and inefficiency.
This applies to both Commonwealth
and State Governments. I firmly be-
lieve that the savings thus made would
be considerable. Major public works
should be tendered for and carried
out by private enterprise with bonuses
for early completion and penalties for
delay.

it will be seen, therefore, that in 1948
Mr. Wise chided the then Premier for
what he called wasteful expenditure of
loan moneys. Today the picture is the
same, only there is a different party in
power. So much has been said about the
wasteful expenditure of loan moneys, that
I do not wish to go further into that
Question. it is one of those matters to
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which it is most difficult to find a com-
plete anwer, because we know all Gov-
ernments are faced by pressure groups to
spend irrespective of what Is given in re-
turn. From there I would like to Pro-
ceed to another question that is linked
with it.

The other evening Mr. Logan suggested
-and it is true, of course, and everybody
recognises it-that the basic foundation
of our economy is primary production. I
do not think anybody really questions that
for a moment. But while it is the basic
foundation of our economy, I think I
would receive quite a lot of support for
the viewpoint which I have held over many
years, and which I still hold, that our true
economy Is shown by the barometer of a
healthy and progressive building industry.

Whilst it is true that the basis of our
economy comes from primary production, it
does not end there. Our economy is
gauged on how that money, or the surplus
money that remains in the primary pro-
ducers' hands, is used in the years ahead.
For many years they went hand in hand.
When the primary producer was wealthy
or had a good year, then we saw in the
State of Western Australia an uplift in
the building Industry, because primary
producers invested their money in bricks
and mortar, which was good from the
point of view of the State's economy, be-
cause no other industry employs a greater
diversity of trades than does the building
industry. That has been illustrated to
those members who did not pay any
attention to it in the past by Sandovers'
advertisements over the past few days. I
think probably their advertisements indi-
cate 32 different spheres of operation in the
building trades.

Unfortunately, in this latter period.
there has been a diversity of investments
presented to primary producers and others,
so that investment in the building indus-
try has not been attractive enough to take
that money into that source. The same
can be said in a small way in regard to
Commonwealth loans, and I regret it very
much. But that is true, and I doubt
whether many primary producers would
take umbrage at my saying so. They can,
if they have a good season, invest their
money and get a much more lucrative re-
turn in other spheres.

So in recent years the building industry
has been very well supported by the State
Housing Commission-that is who sup-
ported it. I said the other night when
speaking to another measure which was
before the House that it was a very good
band waggon-a case of "house the people
irrespective of the cost." Public money
was not going into this industry for
it will not go there when costs soar
because when people build premises
for rental purposes, they have to rent
them at an equitable figure to those who
occupy them. But that was not so in re-
gard to the State Housing commitments.
Therefore money was flooded in on this

Particular cause when we did not in West-
ern Australia have a6 work force to supply
the quantity of housing required or de-
manded by that commision.

As a body the contractors should
have told the Government, "This far and
no further. We have not got the working
force." That would have been an honest
way to go about this business, and put a
brake on irresponsible spending of what
some people call cheap money. Circum-
stances and time have proved that it was
not cheap money, but a workforce was
built up with quite a large number of what
I might call incompetent tradesmen to fill
the jobs, who had to be paid the full court
awards plus the demand award of those
individuals for work done, so that the cost
of housing and the cost of men for build-
ing operations has got completely out of
hand.

The position today is that it is not an
attractive investment yet for those people
who have surplus money to put it into
housing and building. It is not attractive
at all. The Government, in an endeavour
to still keep engaged the efficient workers
in the building industry and the inefficient
workers as well, is trying to keep the house
building rate at a higher level than we
have a competent work force to handle.
That position cannot go on much further,
and it has been aggravated to a degree,
as Mr. Griffith said'only this evening, by
excessive spending over the last 12
months by the Housing Commission.

I doubt whether the Housing Commis-
sion is going to be able to find the money
to carry out the programme it visualises
in the next 12 months, and there will be
a further recession on that score. Might
I say before I leave the question of the
building industry-I said it in another
place and have said it in this House before
-that there were many materials that
were not really in short supply and could
have been used for certain classes of work.
Mr. Craig said in this House, either last
session or the session before, that a par-
ticular firm in which he was interested
had £500,000 to spend, but it could nct
get approval to go on with the work.

At that time controls were in operation;
and had the building contractors been al-
lowed to apply the money to some of the
many big jobs that were required to be
built-the State Insurance Office building
is a case in point-the building industry it-
self would not have been left in the position
it is faced with at the moment. Those
contracts could have been filled, and they
could have gone on and filled the gap as
far as housing is concerned. But because
of what I would say was irresponsible
thinking-it was popular to house the
people irrespective of cost-just look at
the rental that these People housed in
State Housing Commission houses have to
pay today for some of the places!
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I would not even try to estimate how long
a timber-framed building as erected for the
State Housing Commission by many con-
tractors over the last period of Years
would last as a State asset. At one
time I think they guaranteed timber-
framed and weatherboard houses for
rental purposes for 30 years. If some of
these present houses last 15 years, I will
be very much surprised.

Hon. G. Bennetta: We have houses on
the Goldfields that have been there for
613 years.

Hon. J, MURRAY: I am talking about
the economic life as laid down by the
original contractors. I think the economic
life of a timber-framed house in 1910 was
about 30 years.

The Minister for Railways: They are
worth more now than when they were
built.

Hon. J. MURRAY: I shall now turn from
housing. IrL my first political speech in
Western Australia-in 1947-1 said that I
felt the State's future history of develop-
ment would be written in water and elec-
tricity. I still hold that view. Much has
been done with regard to electricity, and
much attempted in regard to water; but
w.hen I delivered that speech, I made it
cnar to those who were listening that
what went hand in hapd with water sup-
plies, irrigation and the like, was drainage.

We know that irrigation increases the
productivity of land, but it is a costly pro-
ject and a very long-term one, in many
cases, when we start building dams, put-
ting in channels, grading them and so
on in order to serve water to a large area.
Therefore, in my view-I said it then, and
I repeat it now-despite the shortage of
water In some districts, and the outcry
from other districts to get water for stock,
there is a definite need close to the metro-
politan area--one might say it is almost
a suburb of Perth-tar extensive drainage
to take surplus water away from the Pin-
jarra-Coolup area, an which the mnetropoli-
tan area depends f or its supplies to a
large degree, over country which, for a
long period this winter has been flooded
out.

Fortunately, a large number of farmers
in that area had put in a reserve of dry
feed, so that during the flood period they
were able to carry on. But It still had an
effect on the milk production in the dis-
trict. Therefore, I do not think any Gov-
ernment, If it wants to increase product-
tion from land that is already developed,
should neglect this side of a national need.

As I have already said, when it comes
to the question of Irrigation, It is a long-
term policy; it requires a large amount
of money. The Government has to put
In dams, and-in many cases-large areas
of concrete waterways to carry the water
on to the properties requiring it. Drainage

is more or less a cheap method of remov-
ing surplus water that is doing a great
amount of damage on many properties in
the South-West portion of the State.

I move now to the subject of forestry
and related matters. Members would be
very surprised if I got to my feet and did
not say something on it. I remarked
earlier that I was surprised, on coming
into this House, to find the changing
viewpoint according to whether one sat
with the Government or was opposed to
It. On the question of forestry, I have
had no change in views, no matter which
Government has been in office. I stated
my views in another place, and I have
stated them here, and I stand by them.

Unfortunately we find, when we get on
to the question of forestry-to me forestry
products are important to Western Aus-
tralia-its importance is lessened to a de-
gree by the fact that we have so little
forest that the State cannot reap a har-
vest and get an immediate profit from it.
But it is Important to posterity; to our
grandchildren and their children. So I
make no apology for repeating same of
the views that I have expressed in the
House on many occasions.

At the moment I really want to stress
the change of views of people when they
are in the Government and when they
are out of it. So I turn to Volume 123 of
Hansard for 1949, at page 169, and I quote
from a speech by the present Minister for
Agriculture, Mr. Hoar-

I said, in the first place, that I was
not so much concerned with the one
or two anomalies that creep in now
and again with respect to the items
covered by this Act. But I am con-
cerned about the distribution of those
materials that have been released
from control, and particularly timber.

He went on to say-
There is no Justification today for

the export of timber other than on a
load for load basis in exchange for
white wood and soft woods that are
not Produced in this country.

Mr. Hoar went on at considerable length.
In fact, the more I read of this the more
I thought I was speaking myself. He
quoted Mr. Lane Poole and Mr. Kessell in
support of his remarks. I do not intend to
weary the House by reading the whole of
his speech, but he did say-

There is no justification today for
the export of timber other than on
a load for load basis.

He went on to say, and I shall quote his
remarks here because they have some
bearing on what I shall say at a later
stage-

I do not want to sit down without
making one further reference to the
statement of Mr. Mattiske-
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be is the present hon. member of this
House-

-in his tirade against the Leader
of the Opposition and other Opposi-
tion speakers who considered they
were justified, on behalf of the people
they represent, in taking this Govern-
ment to task in the way they did. Mr.
Mattiske says this, with respect to
timber-

It was obligatory for this State
to export specified quantities to
the Eastern States and oversea in
accordance with instructions from
the Commonwealth Timber Con-
troller.

That is a quotation from Mr. Hoar's
speech, and he was then the member for
Warren. Just to show how all these people
change their views, let us see what Mr.
Graham had to say at that time. At page
275 of the same volume of Hansard, Mr.
Graham said-

Other members have emphasised the
seriousness of the situation in regard
to timber and I was not impressed
with the statements of the Minister
as to the necessity to retain oversea
markets for this product.

He was not impressed with the statement
by the Minister as to the necessity to re-
tain overseas markets for this product.
He continued-

From the return submitted to this
House in answer to a question ad-
dressed by me to the Minister last
week-and having in mind the many
other important undertakings that re-
quire attention-! think it can be said
that there is no need whatever, for
the next 20 years, to worry about
oversea markets for our timber.

That was in 1949. He went on-

All our timber can be used in this
State, for many years to come, for
home and other building purposes. It
is true that a certain quantity can be
made available to the other States of
the Commonwealth in return for
materials that we, in this State, are
unable to produce. I think the House
is entitled to some comment by the
Minister on the statement by Mr.
Chifley-

This is in keeping with the remarks that
Mr. Hoar made In reply to Mr. Mattiske-

-only a month ago wherein he
stated without qualification, under the
heading of "Timber":-

The export of timber is permit-
ted only when the State concerned
has advised that the timber is sur-
plus to essential requirements in
that State and the transport posi-
tion renders difficult its supply to
other parts of the Commonwealth.

Therefore we find that the present Min-
ister for Housing-he has lost the State
saw mills* now, but: is still Minjistei: hot
Potest,&-did, In 1949.' without any quaUl-
ficatlons. Atate that for the next 20 years
there was no need to worry about the
export of timber 'from this State. Re-
markable! I shall show the change of view
directly.

In reply to both Mr. Hoar and Mr.
Graham at that time, the then Minister
for Housing had a few remarks to Pass
on this question. What he said is con-
tained at page 278 of the same volume.
I am not going to read the whole of his
answers because they are involved and do
not have any bearing on what I want to
say; but he did state-

I will deal with the remarks of the
last speaker first.

That was Mr. Graham. He continued-
The exports of timber to South Aus-

tralia are largely karri when they come
from the main sawmilling firms. A
certain amount of Iarrah does go to
that State from some smaller firms and
mills, but that is something as to which
control at present cannot be exercised
because, as I have explained, under
Section 92 of the Constitution trade
and commerce are free between the
States.

That is the position exactly as it is now.
As far as the export of timber, or any-
thing else, between States is concerned,
no control can be exercised except by
special Act of Parliament-a special Act
such as they are trying to put in down
below, as a matter of fact.

The PRESIDENT: order! The hon.
member must not anticipate legislation.

Hon. C. H. SipnPSI Can that be chal-
lenged under te provisions of Section 92?

Hion. J. MURRA: After the remarks of
the President, I had better not go on with

i.The Minister for Railways: You can dis-
cuss Section 92.

Ran. j. MURRAY: Before I.go on fur-
ther to show this changed viewpoint, I
would point out that I have already read to
the House extracts from the speeches of
Mr. Hoar and Mr. Graham at that time.
But I want to Say that at that particular
time pressure was being put on the State to
export, or transfer-that is a, better term,
because it is scarcely exporting timber to
send it from Western Australia to South
Aulstralia-quite large quantities of tim-
ber to South Australia.

The position was so bad at that time
that the then Premier of South Australia
made a special trip over here to try to get
more timber. Mr. Playford had not been
in the State five minutes before there was
an overwhelming outcry from everyone-
"We cannot let our timber go to South
Australia! We cannot do this or that. We



(COUNCIL.]

need It here." At all times when I have
spoken on this question of forestry, saw-
milling, etc.. I have said that If there Is
one State In Australia for which Western
Australia can have some regard when It
Is allocating surplus supplies, or when it
is making supplies available, it Is South
Australia, because that State has no hard-
woods of Its own.

For many years, to may knowledge, South
Australia was known among those in the
timber industry as the free marketing
State. In most other States of the
Commonwealth large timber firms had
their own yards, and If they had any
surplus production, such surplus was
sent to other States and vice versa. How-
ever, because of a gentlemen's agreement
between all the timber firms, South Aus-
tralia, because it had no natural hard-
woods, was left as a free marketing State
to enable the timber firms to enter freely
into contracts with timber firms In that
State. I think that that Practice continues
even today.

South Australia was in an extremely
difficult position, and Mr. Playford made
a special trip to this State at that particu-
lar time to see whether we could relieve the
acute timber position in his State. In
1949, the following question, which appears
on page 5 of No. 1 of the Parliamentary
Debates of that year, was asked by Mr.
Fox in another place of the then Minis-
ter for Housing, Sir Ross McDonald-

(1) Did he notice a statement in the
Press during a recent visit of the
Premier of South Australia to this
State that he desired to secure in-
creased supplies of Jarrah for South
Australia?

(2) What arrangements did the
Premier of South Australia make with
this Government for increased supplies
of jarrah to South Australia?

The Minister's reply, interspersed with sev-
eral interjections, was as follows-

Like the hon. member, I heard that
the able and enterprising Premier of
South Australia desired to secure ad-
ditional timber suppies from this
State and that he would like to have
seen me on the subject. However, he
did not see me.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: Why?
The Minister for Housing: Because he

was not going to get any additional
timber supplies. He did not know that
but I did.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: You did not
even see him!

The Minister for Housing: No.
Mr. Yates: Did he get any more

timber?
The Minister for Housing: He did

not. The position is that the con-
servation of timber for our own needs
is regarded as a first priority in the
Government's policy, subject to certain

factors in the timber industry to which
attention must be paid. No contracts
and no promises regarding timber have
been made to the Premier of South
Australia or to any other State.

That was the position in 1949. The view
I expressed then, and which I have since
repeated many times, was that South Aus-
tralia deserved the utmost consideration
in regard to any Uimber stocks that we
could have made available to it. It bad no
hardwoods of its own; and by flatly re-
fusing to listen to its plea, we, of our own
volition, compelled that State to turn to
other sources for its timber supplies.

In continuing to Illustrate the changed
viewpoint that now obtains. I have be-
fore rme an extract from the "Sunday
Times" dated the 8th July. The headline
reads as follows:-

W.A. Timber Exports Ban "Doesn't
Make Sense."

To read that headline one would won-
der who was about to make the state-
ment that appeared under it. However, I
did not wonder. The statement was made
by the Hon. H. E. Graham, M.L.A., who
said that for the next 20 years we did not
need to worry about our timber supplies.
This article goes on to say-

It didn't make sense for the Com-
monwealth to restrict the sale of W.A.
timbers overseas while granting
licences to import timber from dollar
and sterling areas for purposes for
which W.A. timbers were suitable, said
the Forests Minister Mr. H. E. Graham
yesterday.

The Minister for Railways: Circum-
stances have altered.

Hon. J. MURRAY: I have already read
to the House the remarks miide by the
then Prime Minister of Australia, Mr.
Chifley, which the Minister added to his
own. If we could export timber at the
present time I do not think the Common-
wealth would obstruct us, if we could ob-
tain the orders. I have heard on fairly re-
liable authority that the Commonwealth
Government would welcome any source
from which it could obtain credit overseas.
I still say that if we had the timber to sell
and if the Minister and his department
went about the matter in the right way
we could still export our timber overseas.
Not that I am a firm believer in the
export of our timber; but I intend to say
more about that at a later stage. Not only
the Minister for Housing has spoken on
this subject, but Mr. Gordon Freeth, the
Commonwealth member, has also made a
statement on it. In fact, his remarks are
more astounding than those of the Minis-
ter. He said-

South Australia should be forced to
use Western Australian timbers in
preference to Malayan hardwoods and
American oregon.
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Yet we refused to let South Australia have
any timber in 1949.

Ron. F. R. H. Lavery: Mr. Freeth would
not know that.

Hon. J. MURRAY: The present Minister
for Forests also said, In the same year.
"We need not worry for 20 years," and the
Minister for Agriculture agreed with him.
Yet he was the one who had the temerity
to say that one of the States should be
refused our timber.

The Minister for Railways: What was
your opinion then?

Hon, J. M&URRAY: In 1949 I said-and I
say it again now-that South Australia,
because it does not grow any hardwoods,
deserved the utmost consideration from
this State in regard to its request for
timber supplies.

The Minister for Railways: Very logical I
Hon. J. MURRAY: I will now pass to

what the Conservator of Forests had to say
in his report for the year ended the 30th
June, 1955. Unfortunately, this report was
not tabled before the House rose last
session and therefore was not available to
members until the House was in recess.
Because of that fact, on the 23rd Novemn-
ber, 1955, I was compelled to place on the
notice paper aL question directed to the
Chief Secretary. I would not have had
any need to ask the question had the Con-
servator's report been available at this
time. My question was as follows:-

(1) Was the Conservator of Forests
correctly reported in "The West Aus-
tralian" of the 19th November, when
he stated-

On present trends It appeared that
by 1970 Western Australia would not
have any timber to export.

By 1985, unless we did something
about it, Western Australia would
have to import timber?
(2) If the answer is "Yes," what

action is the Government taking to
rectify this position?

And here is the answer that was given to
me on the same day-

(1) Yes. This position would arise
from the demands of the expected
rapid increase of population and not
from any diminution in the permissible
cut from the forests.

(2) The Government has taken
active steps to provide for the expected
increased demand by means of-

(a) increasing the area of dedicated
State forest. Approximately
420.000 acres of hardwood forest
have been so dedicated during
the life of this Government, and
further areas are under con-
sideration:

(b) increasing the areas of pine
-planting on land capable of
-c; rrying the faster growing

pinus radiata, as well as con-
tinuing previous planting pro-
grammes using pinus piuaste?
for which a further 150,000
acres have recently been re-
served;

(c) better utilisation of timber
already available in the forest,
including such species as marri:

(d) increasing the annual yield of
the natural forests through pro-
tection and silvicultural im-
provement work.

As a result of a series of actions
taken by the present Government to-
wards reorganising forestry in this
State, considerably Increased funds are
now being devoted to forestry develop-
ment.

The last paragraph, of course, refers to
the amendment this House made last
session to the Forestry Act when we allow-
ed a greater proportion of the royalties to
be made available to the conservator. That
is the point I want to raise in regard to
this peculiar matter. I asked those ques-
tions on the 23rd November, 1955, because
I was interested to find that our new Con-
servator of Forests held the same view as
myself, and that he was a little concerned
about the inroads being made into our
natural forest wealth in this State. I
wanted to know all about the position and
I was delighted to hear the answers that
were given. I was of the opinion that our
newly-appointed Conservator of Forests
had both his feet on the ground. Then I
read his report for the year ended the 30th
June, 1955, and I was amazed.

As I have said, I asked those questions
on the 22nd November, 1955. and this
printed report was for the year ended the
30th June, 1955. and therefore must have
been Prepared or was in the course of pre-
paration long before I put my question to
the Chief Secretary in this House when
the Conservator of Forests expressed Some
concern at the situation. On the present
trend he said that by 1970 Western Aus-
tralia would have no timber to export,
and that by 1985, unless we did something
about It, we would have to import timber.
That was said in November. Yet in June
last he had this to say:-

At the date of writing this report
it is not possible to state a deflnite
figure for the permissible cut but a
revised general working Plan allowing
for some increase in the total cut will
be drawn up within the nest twelve
months.

It is so unrealistic for the conservator
to say in June that he is going to produce
a working plan to allow for an increased
cut, which means that the timber indus-
try will be allowed to take more Jarrah
and karri timbers into the mills than they
are at present. We find that in November
the conservator had the temerity to answer
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a 4question. and say he w" 09'otied about
Uwositioh,.and that w" 'what would

halppenI. -To me that doeC not make any
sense.

.From that I want to deal with a little
brighter outlook; and that is, the way the
forest products of this State 'are being
handled by the sawmlllers. I thank the
Chief Secretary for giving me the answer
to a question, and the Information which
I so urgently required this evening, be-
cause it has a bearing on what I am
saying. I appreciate his co-operation in
obtaining the figures I asked for.

In the report of the conservator for
195S. the details of activities of the saw-
milling industry from 1925 to 1954 are
given. They are interesting from certain
aspects. When speaking on another sub-
ject I told members that much Pressure
had been put on the then Conservator of
Forests, and on other parties, including
sawaxillers, to open up new mills and to
increase production so that what I might
call "an irresponsible programme" might
go forward. For the year 1952 the report
shows that the number of sawutillers rose
from 258 to 280, an increase of 24. In
1953 they rose from 280 to 306, an increase
of 26, or a total increase in the number
of sawmillers for the two years of 50.

It is interesting to me, and I should
imagine to the general population as well,
to realise what has been achieved since
that period when pressure was used to in-
crease the sawmilling force by 50. In 1952-
53 the total output of the sawiiing in-
dustry was in the vicinity of 17,000,000
cubic feet. In 1954-55 it rose to 19,000,000
cubic feet, or by 2,000,000 cubic feet,
equalling 39.000 loads. Let us see what hap-
pened to the sawmlllers between 1953 and
1955.

Looking at the conservator's report
again we find that the number decreased
by 27 in that period; but despite that, they
achieved an increase of 39.000 loads,
which is a very creditable performance.
That increase represents roughly eight
loads per man, taking into account the
avenage monthly increase of manpower.
That was why I went to some length to
thank the Chief Secretary for getting the
information I required.

In quoting the figures. I gave the overall
position with regard to the mills, both the
Private and State mills. On checking the
figures' given by the Chief Secretary
I find that the number of employees
and the loads which were produced in the
periods shown are comparable with the
overall increases in the other mills. So
in th'is regard the State Saw Mills have
rot lagged behind in production.

It is also interesting to note what this
rrpresants in the use of the product. That
is given in the report. Local consumption
has risen from 1953 to 1985 to 18.7 per

cent. During the same: period, unfortu-
nately, exports showed a decrease of 12.3
per cent. In 1952-53, exports represented
30. per cent. of the total output, which
wds' prictlcally the recognised figure, and
--as has been stated in another' place-
frequently is the desired target. In most
cases we -have had to export timber to
preserve the markets for such an occasion
as has arisen today. In 1954 our exports
of timber went down to 22 per cent, of
the total.

So it will be seen that the Industr as
a whole has boosted production far beyond
the immediate needs of the State. An
outlet must be found, and the only reason-
able one is overseas exports, Because of
changed circumstances, and because In
the past this State has refused to assist
Its sister States by supplying their re-
quirements of timber; and because they
can now buy cheaper elsewhere, though
not as good an article, we cannot within
reason expect those States to help us in
our day of need.

While I object to the imposition of duties
on goods coming into those States--that is
on timber and the like-it is up to the
Government to make sure that permits for
the export of timber, which members of
another place said were available-and the
Commonwealth could not stop this-are
Issued so that the target which has been
achieved by the timber industry can, in
some measure, be rewarded.

I want to stress this point briefly: For
the decrease of 27 mills in 12 months, for
an increase of manpower of 400, there is an
increase in the quantity of timber produced
amounting roughly to eight loads per head.
That is a real achievement. The only fly
in the ointment that I can see is that the
Industry should have found it necessary to
charge a higher price for timber. The
figures for 1955 in the report do not appear
to bear out any necessity for an increase.
It Will be interesting to see what the figures
for 1956 will show. They may reveal a
real need for an increase.

Before I conclude on the subject of
forestry I want to point out again that It
is a great pity that the trustees of this
heritage of the State will not take a more
realistic view on many matters. In reply
to mny questions, the conservator said that
he was getting increased funds, but they
were purely and simply taken from royal-
ties. It is unfortunate that, he having
got that extra money, it had to be diverted
to other avenues of expenditure. I want
to illustrate that by reading from his re-
port as follows:-

Over a great many years attention
has been drawn by successive Con-
servators to the limitations of our State
Forests to provide for the needs of
more than a millon people and parti-
cularly after the timber on private
property is cut out. However, it the
State Is willing to Provide adequate
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finance for fast-growing pine planta-
tions. this picture can be changed.
Working plans for the indigenous forest
should take this factor into account
and assume that reasonable amounts of
Loan or other money will become avail-
able annually.

I have said many times that softwoods
will never take the place of our own natural
hardwoods, but I make some exception to
that by saying that karri could have an al-
most unlimited export, because it is not
really in short supply and has not the
varied uses that jarrah has. But to indi-
cate in a report even a suggestion that the
conservator believes that softwood will take
the place of our hardwoods is wrong in
principle. He goes on to say even with re-
gard to softwood plantations--

In last year's report, a temporary
lull in the tempo of pine-planting was
announced, while the economics of
planting on land then available for
pines was examined. During the past
year a drive has been made on soil
survey with specialised officers to lo-
cate land suitable for the fast-grow-
ing Pinus radiata, and this has resulted
in sufficient areas being in sight for at
least a 10,000 acre programme on good
pine soils. Although such soils are of
limited extent within State Forest, it
has been possible to re-purchase
areas-

I want members to note that-
in the Kirup and Nannup districts
which can be expected to produce a
first-class forest of pine at a high rate
of growth. The emphasis of plantation
policy will be on planting the maximum
of Finus radiata, in order to have sup-
plies of softwood coming forward at
the earliest possible date, but it must
be noted that, due to the shortage of
Loan moneys, financing of the pine
programme has had to be supplemented
this year by money from Reforestation
Fund, which should more correctly be
used for the development and protec-
tion of the indigenous forest.

In other words, the programme of pine
plantation which was supposed to be, and
over the years has been, looked on as one
of those things on which any Government
could spend loan money with the expecta-
tion of its being reproductive-as Mr. Wise
said in the remarks I Quoted earlier-has
not served that purpose; and we find that
in the year covered by the conservator's
report, he had to fall back on money taken
from royalties on timber. That money, by
the goodwill of this House, was added to
last year by increasing the percentage
available to him. It was done on the under-
standing that the funds would be used for
the purpose laid down in the Act, namely,
the regeneration of our natural forest. I
am sorry to see from the conservator's re-
port that money that should have been
made available for that purpose has been

used for the less lmportant one of pine
Plantation. I have pleasure in supporting
the motion.

HON. E. lX DAVIES (West) (8.51]: The
motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply to the Speech by His Excellency
gives members an opportunity to deal with
many matters affecting their provinces
and the State generally. What struck me
forcibly when I took my seat on opening
day this year were the vacant seats
formerly occupied by two of our colleagues
who had departed this life during the re-
cess. I refer to Hon. H. Hearn and Hon.
Don Barker. Both of those members
rendered valuable service to their con-
stituents and made excellent contributions
to the debates In this House; and it i7
with regret that I make reference to the
fact that they have passed on to the next
sphere. I join in the sentiments ex-
Pressed by other members concerning
them and the condolences forwarded to
their widows.

I extend congratulations to the new
members on their election and welcome
them to this House. By their speeches
they have given an indication that they
will render very good service here, and I
wish them well for the future.

Since last session, the former Clerk of
Parliaments, Mr. Sparks. has retired from
that position, and I feel sure that he left
this Parliament with the best wishes of
all members. Mr. Roberts has been
elevated to the office of Clerk of Parlia-
ments and Clerk of the Council, and Mr.
Browne has become Clerk Assistant. In
his place Mr. Ashley has been appointed
Records Clerk. To the two first-mentioned
gentlemen I express appreciation of the
fact that they have been promoted, and
I welcome Mr. Ashley to the staff of this
Chamber.

For a great many years, both Mr. Lavery
and I have endeavoured to induce Min-
isters in various Governments to provide
an electric power supply for the district
of Jandakot. I think everyone is well
aware that that is one of the oldest settled
parts in the Fremantle area, and quite a
number of pioneers have lived there for
many years. One of their main sources
of complaint was that the high tension
power line passed through their district
to supply other districts while they were
left without that facility.

It is Pleasing to note that the Govern-
ment has seen fit to induce the Electricity
Commission to extend Power to that dis-
trict, and I take this opportunity of ex-
pressing my thanks to the Minister on
behalf of the residents on the action taken
to turn that district from darkness into
light. However, there are a few railway
cottages that are within the area that
have not been served. I understand the
Minister Is negotiating with a view to
having them wired for electricity, and I
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trust that he will be able to give us some-
thing definite about the matter when he
replies to this debate.

For a number of years we have battled
for the provision of a water supply for
Hamilton Kill, which is on the perimeter
of Fremantle. While there are some people
in that district who have their own water
supply, there are others who are not so
fortunate and have to depend on a system
of tanks, because they are in an elevated
position and sinking for water would be
too costly. We do not seem to be making
any progress with regard to the provision
of a water supply for parts of that dis-
trict.

Notwithstanding the fact that I have
taken the matter up with Ministers In the
present Government and, prior to that,
with Ministers of the MoLarty-Watts Gov-
erniment, we do not seem to get very far.
I have been told from time to time that
when the supply from Lake Thompson
was made available, possibly some parts
of the district would have reticulation.
I trust that the Chief Secretary will have
some information to give us as to whether
it will be possible in the near future to
make this much-needed facility available
to the people.

As one who takes some little interest
in local government in Fremantle, I have
been approached on many occasions and
asked why some of the railway buildings
adjacent to the harbour are in such a
dilapidated condition. Fremantle is the
chief port in Western Australia and is the
western gateway through which many im-
portant people from the United Kingdom
stnd Europe enter the rest of Australia.
The sight that greets them on arrival at
Fremantle is not inviting.

I am one who has always endeavoured
to make people arriving here feel that
they are still within the British Common-
wealth and in an English-speaking com-
munity. I feel that the first impression
made upon visitors is a lasting impression,
and one that we should endeavour to
make as good as possible. So I urge the
Minister for Railways notwithstanding the
fact that the railways do not pay, will
not pay and cannot be expected to pay-
to make some funds available in order
to brighten up these buildings which are
on railway property.

We hear from many people that the
railways do not pay. But as far as I
am able to ascertain, the railways were
used as a means of opening up the outer
parts of this State. Frequently, by de-
cisions of Parliament, railway lines have
been built out into certain parts of the
back country to open it up and enable
it to produce. These lines have been built
and the Governments who built them well
knew, rght from the start, that although
they would be aL great acquisition to the
pe-ople living in the districts concerned,
becaus3 it wvould enable them to have a

system of transport and so convey the
necessities of life and make their living
more comfortable, they would not be able
to pay.

These railways are performing a good
service to the State and to the people
for whom they cater. When the lines are
handed over to the Railway Department,
it Is well known that they will not pay;
and therefore, in my opinion, we hear
far too much about that fact when, in
many instances, these lines have been built
to open up the country. The building of
lines in the outback parts of the State,
thereby providing a permanent system of
transport, has increased the value of the
land they serve; and, as a result, the Gov-
ernment receives more land tax and a good
deal of extra revenue Is paid into the
Treasury.

To my way of thinking, as the railways
are responsible for the increase in land
values in these districts, it is only logical
that a certain percentage of that increased
land tax should be paid into railway
revenue. I have spoken in the House be-
fore in a similar vein in regard to this
question, but I do not think any Govern-
ment has yet taken any action In that
regard. As time goes by, and costs con-
tinue to rise, we should realise that it is
not so much a question of whether the
railways pay but should consider the fact
that they are serving the people in the
outer areas. These lines are a means of
communication for them and convey the
product of their labours to the markets.
In my opinion railway finance should re-
ceive a boost from other sources of rev-
enue. Until that is done, we will always
be faced with a deficit in our Railway
Department.

I have already mentioned the fact that
the buildings on some railway property
in Fremantle are in a dilapidated condi-
tion, and are not an inviting sight for
people who arrive In this State, or who
travel on our railway system to the East-
ern States. The question of the berthing
of passenger ships is also one that has
been exercising my mind for some time.
so much so that on previous occasions
I have produced photographs showing ships
that have been berthed at A, B and C sheds
in the Fremantle harbour.

We have been told by Ministers of every
Government-who, of course, have received
advice from their professional officers-
that it Is not safe to berth the large pas-
senger ships near the entrance. But
I can remember an occasion when H.M.S.
"Hood".-which was a ship of large ton-
nage. and which had a much greater draft
than some of the passenger ships--was
berthed much nearer the entrance to the
harbour than are many of the passenger
ships today. I feel sure that no harm came
to the ship from its being berthed in that
position.

But for some reason or other these pro-
fessional officers, upon whom the Ministers
and the Government rely for advice, still
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say that these berths are not suitable for
passenger ships. So we find all the pas-
senger ships in Fremantle harbour berth-
ing at F and 0 sheds. I suppose that most
people who visit a new country, or a new
port, like to see the principal sections and,
naturally, desire to see the capital city.
When the ship berths at F or GI shed the
passengers, or the great majority of them,
cross the Edward-st. bridge and catch a
bus to Perth.

On the way they pass a few wool stores,
some rusty locomotive sheds, and a few
other buildings, containing certain Indus-
tries. The impression gained must be a
very poor one, and there is no doubt that
the entrance to Fremnantle from this direc-
tion, is something of which we cannot
be proud. I have endeavoured to em-
phasise previously in this House, and
in other places too, that if these pas-
senger ships were berthed at A, B or
C sheds the people would use the over-
head bridge and thus pass through the
business section of Fremantle and at least
gain a better impression of the State. But,
unfortunately, nothing seems to be done
in that regard; and so I again ask the
Minister to have some examination made
or give us some facts as to why passenger
ships cannot be berthed alongside A, B
or C sheds.

There is another question that I would
like to discuss-I have referred to it Pre-
viously-and that concerns the lighting of
highways. I know that the Chief Secre-
tary is interested in the subject of traffic,
and that he will agree that our highways
are poorly lit; as a matter of fact their
lighting cannot compare in any way with
that of highways In the Eastern States.
From what I have been given to under-
stand, the trouble seems to be that there
is no unanimity between the local authori-
ties through whose districts the highways
pass. So one has the spectacle of a high-
way passing through one local authority's
district and being reasonably well lit, while
in the next section there is a complete
stretch of darkness. Further on, In the
next district, the lighting might be quite
good.

I think every member will agree that
the eyesight of the average motorist is not
good enough to be able to change quickly
from light to darkness; and, as a result,
motorists do not have proper visibility. I
think this Is a most important question.
and one that should be given serious con-
sideration to see if some agreement can be
reached between the Government and the
local authorities with a view to having a
uniform system of lighting on our high-
ways.

One other matter I have mentioned be-
fore in this House concerns pedestrian
crossings. At one time I suggested that
these crossings should be marked diagon-
ally, so that a motorist approaching a
crosswalk wold be able to see more

clearly a pedestrian who happened to be
crossing the road. If the lines were
painted diagonally there would be a white
background all the time and this would
enable the motorist to see the pedestrian
using the crosswalk.

With the crosswalk markings at present,
the motorist sees one black section and
one white section and If a pedestrian Is
walking over the crosswalk there are times
when his clothes merge with the black
section. A motorist approaching that
crosswalk might lose sight of the pedes-
trian in the black Patch, which *Aould be
most unfortunate for the pedestrian. So
I think that diagonal marking would be
of greater advantage to all and certainly
would afford greater protection to pedes-
trians.

Then there is the question of lighting
pedestrian crosswalks. They may be all
right In the daytime, when they can be
seen from a reasonable distance; but when
a crossing is in a badly-lit section of the
highway, the motorist Is not given an op-
portunity of seeing the pedestrians using
it. The time is long overdue for these
crosswalks to be better lit. This Is a ques-
tion to which I am sure all members are
sympathetic and will use their best en-
deavours to do something about.

I would now like to refer to physically
incapacitated people. A number of these
unfortunate folk have approached me to
see whether It Is possible for them to be
provided with some form of employment.
I know that some of them detest the Idea
that they have to receive an invalid pen-
sion owing to the fact, unfortunately, that
their legs will not carry the weight of their
bodies although their arms, hands and the
rest of their bodies are perfectly healthy
and. in many cases, they are most in-
telligent.

outside that provided by a few estab-
lishiments. no provision has been made for
employing these People and making them
useful citizens. If they could be employed,
it would remove boredom, and the feeling
that they are a charge on the community
because they are receiving the invalid
pension. I know of one person who has
had several positions, and whose work has
been most satisfactory. But for some
reason or other, his employment has been
terminated from time to time, and he has
been forced to apply for the Invalid pension.
But during his period of unemploy-
ment this person is not satisfied to
sit back and simply receive that pen-
sion. He is out every day, travel-
ling from Fremnantle to Perth, trying to
find some other type of employment.
He has a job a Present which neces-

sitates his travelling from Fremantle to
Perth and back every day of the week.
He does this and is very happy indeed to
know that be is earning what he is re-
ceiving for his labours.

549



550 [COUNCIL.)

So if we can possibly find Positions for
these people we should do so, because I
feel sure that not only will they be render-
ing a service to the community but such
employment will help to place them in a
position of independence; they will know
that what they get, they earn. We do not
find much in the way of employment out-
side the Commonwealth or State Depart-
ments for these People. There are, of
course, those who are fortunate enough to
obtain posts as lift attendants: but, as
will be apipreciated, there are not sufficient
of these positions to employ all those to
whom I have referred. Accordingly if
members in this House know of any posi-
tions at all which are vacant, they would
be gratefully accepted by these people, and
it would be a great service if these unfor-
tunate folk could be placed in employment.

I would now like to touch on the ques-
tion of school buildings; and in doing so,
I must congratulate the Government on
what it has endeavoured to accomplish
with a very difficult problem. During 1955
a total of 221 classrooms were erected: but
still we have not caught up with the lag in
that particular class of building due, of
course, to the fact that during the
war Western Australia was most loyal
and did not expend any more money than
was absolutely necessary, so as to enable
the entire finances of the Commonwealth
to be put into the war effort. On account
of this patriotic attitude of our State, we
are penalised because loans are made
now and reviewed each year on the basis
of what was spent during those periods.

So despite the fact that there has been
a great increase In the population of this
State we find that the classroom facilities
are not adequate and the Government is
finding difficulty in catching up with the
position. As a matter of fact, last yep
6,500 extra pupils were enrolled; and of
course, accommodation had to be found
for them. Accordingly it was necessary to
import the Bristile type of prefabricated
building. These were placed in many
school grounds and they have served a very
useful purpose. They provide quite good
classroom accommodation: but whether
they will stand up to our climate I do not
know.

I know of one particular case in which
a prefabricated building was erected as a
hospital, and there has been a good deal
of trouble because the roof has started
leaking, and I understand that some sort
of erosion is taking place. I am not sure
whether that Is caused by its close proxi-
mity to the sea, but I would lie to find
out whether this type of building will suf-
fer from erosion.

Whether there are any more of these
prefabricated buildings here I do not know,
but I would urge the Government that
where extensions are being made to Pub-
l~c schools the additions should be carried
out with materials similar to those with
which the Schools are built. I know that

has been done recently in one or two in-
stances. In the case of schools that have
been built of brick, the additions earried
out have also been of brick. I am hope-
ful. therefore, that any further additions
to schools in future will be in the same
materials from which the buildings are
erected. I trust that we will have no more
of these Prefabricated types of classrooms.

I would now like to refer to a very im-
portant matter, namely, the immunisation
of children by the Salk vaccine against
polio. It is most gratifying to know that
the parents have co-operated to the utmost
in having their children immunised against
this most deadly disease, which has been
crippling not only the younger section of
the community, but older people as well.
There has been some criticism of the im3-
munisation, and of the vaccine used, but I
think the Medical Department is to be
congratulated for the way the case has
been presented to the public by meetings
throughout the State.

I had an opportunity of being present
at one of these meetings, and I was indeed
astounded to see the manner in which
this system was explained by the profes-
sional. men. The extent to which it was
simplified was amazing, particularly when
one bears in mind that these professional
men had to explain the position in lay-
man's language. As a layman who was
present at those meetings, I wish to express
my deep gratitude to those members of the
medical Profession for the great part they
played in obtaining the co-operation of
parents in this regard.

Everyone, I feel sure, will trust and hope
that in the future the vaccine will be a
means of Immunising our people against
this dreaded and crippling disease. I trust
that it will prove beneficial not only to
our country, but also to other countries
as well. I had an opportunity of saying
a few words at one of those meetings.
and I told the people that 20 years ago
when I became associated with the F're-
mantle Immunisation Committee there
was a body of Public opinion that was
against the immunisation of children.

It took a long time and a great deal
of propaganda and expenditure of money
to counteract some of the beliefs that
were expressed. I am very pleased to say
that as the years have gone by we have
not heard so much against immunisation.
But 20 years ago when this first started,
the incidence of diphtheria in the Fre-
mantle district was 160 for the year;
whereas last year it was down to 12.
members will appreciate the degree to
which the disease has been controlled,
when the incidence has been reduced from
160 twenty years ago to 12 last year.

We must also consider the fact that
there is a considerable movement of popu-
lation from one district to another, and
there is also the question of migration to
be taken into account. I think all will
agree that Immunization against that
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dread disease in early infancy has proved
we'l worthwhile, and the- expenditurt a
has been made on it has been returned
fourfold to the people generally.:

I would nlow like to touch on the matter
of infectious diseases being contracted by
people from various sources. Some people
are naturally immune, while others are
carriers. This makes it necessary for the
general public to be protected; and as a
result, we have institutions where these
people are compelled to go for treatment
under the Health Act. I feel that if a
patient is unfortunate enough to suffer
from some infectious disease. and he is
placed in hospital for treatment as a
means of protecting the general public, it
Is distinctly unfair that he should be

called upon to pay a hospital charge which,
indeed, can be quite substantial.

In the case of people who suffer from
mental sickness and who are placed in
some institution, there is nio question of
requiring them to pay for It, even though
they may be Placed in the institution for
the protection of the general public.
Accordingly, it is decidedly unfair for
people who are placed in infectious disease
hospitals to have to pay for this treat-
ment, when they are put there for the pro-
tection of the general public.

That brings rue to the question of hospi-
tal benefits. I think most of us know that
various schemes are available today which
are approved by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment and under which, for a certain
contribution per week, one is guaranteed
Ile, or 12s. a day plus the 4s. extra if one
Is a member of a fund-apart from which
the Commonwealth pays 8s. in the first
instance.

It appears to me, however, that there
is something wrong in some of these
organisations, because there have been
cases in which they have endeavoured to
evade their obligations. I had one case
recently of a young fellow with an infant
child who was in Kellerberrin during an
epidemic of diphtheria. He returned to
Fremantle and decided that as he had
come out of a district where diphtheria
was rampant, he should have a swab taken
to make sure that he was not carrying the
disease around.

Af ter the swab was taken and an ex-
amination made, It was found that he was
a carrier, as was his child. The next day
art ambulance came from the Infectious
Diseases Hospital and he was transported
to that Institution for treatment. He
Informed the Royal Perth Hospital that he
was a member of a certain health benefit
fund, and gave the Particulars. The hos-
pital made a claim on the fund, but the
fund replied that there was no record of
the member. After some time, when
nothing had been paid, this man received
from the Royal Perth Hospital a demand
for certain payments, but there was no
deduction for hospital benefits. So, he

asked me-to make some'Investigattons.I
found -that* because the Royal 1perth H95-
pital, had -made a mastne in puatting
another "e" in the man's name. although
the address was the same, the fund advised
the hospital that it had no record of the
man as a member of the fund.

If these funds are being conducted, as
they are, on a non-profit basis; and if they
are being run by certain hospitals in the
metropolitan area, there is something
wrong In their system when, because a
mistake in the spelling of a surname
occurs, although the address Is the same,
they say that there is no record of an
individual being a member and, as a result,
someone has to run around from one
section of the department to another to
find out what is wrong. This is not a
question that the State Government has
much to do with, but I feel that some in-
vestigation should be made Into some of
these cases.

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: There are many
of them.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I have had a num-
ber. If a person Is a member of one of
these benefit funds, one would expect that
some investigation would be made before
the hospital was told that there was no
record of him; particularly when the facts
are as I have stated.

We find that the ugly bead of unemploy-
ment is showing itself in this State. I well
remember that in the depression of the
1930's we thought we would never see any-
thing like it again. Although I hope and
trust that the Present unemployment is
not on a large scale, quite a number of
people are now out of work. Contrary to
what some people say, they are not unem-
ployable; they are not looking for social
service payments of £4 10s., or £4 15s. If
they have one child, but for work; and they
are prepared to work if they can get it.

Unfortunately, the present unemploy-
ment has been caused principally by a de-
cline in the building trade. Deterioration
in the building trade is a barometer of the
financial position in other directions. This
is something that should be taken in hand
before, like the rolling snowball, it becomes
bigger. If we take the purchasing power
away from the Individual, and he Is not
able to pay his rent and meet his other
commitments, and is not able to purchase
the necessaries of life, not only is he un-
employed, but a reduction occurs in the
staff of the business places where he
ordinarily buys his goods. So this has a
snowballing effect.

One trusts that ways and means can be
found for putting in motion solne method
of proceeding with certain buildings that
are necessary. I find that the decline In
the building trade is due to the fact that
there has been a restriction of credit. I
know some people who have houses that
are part-built. They were told by the



552 [COUNCIL)J

banks to spend their own money and get I trust that in the near future sonme
the buildings up to a certain height, and
then go back to the banks, which would
arrange the finance. But having done that,
these people are told that the finance Is
not available, and so they are not able to
Proceed.

In my district the local authority with
which I am associated has certain lands
that it makes available for industry; and
when It does so, one of the clauses in the
agreement is that the firm acquiring the
land shall build a factory on it within 18
months. We have quite a number of
genuine organisations which have obtained
land for this purpose, but they have now
had to come to the Fremantle Council and
ask for an extension of time due to the
fact that they are unable to get credit from
the bank.

Buildings form one of the greatest assets
that any country can have. If we put
money into factories and homes, the asset
is there: and they are also a means of pro-
viding employment; and if there is employ-
ment in a district, it is to the benefit of the
district and the community too.

It Is difficult to understand why there
should be a restriction of credit, thus pre-
venting people from being able to build an
asset on their land. Because there has
been a slackening in the building trade, we
find that a number of people are unem-
ployed; and as aL result, there is unemnploy-
ment in the brick industry, the timber
industry, and other trades that are asso-
ciated with the building trade. I have
in mind that it is generally agreed that
a local authority, or a country, cannot
develop by its revenue but must resort
to a system of loans. By doing that, it
spreads the expenditure over a number of
years, because the loans are repayable in
15, 20 or 25 years. As far as a local
authority is concerned, it is only right that
if certain roads, footpaths and reserves
are to be created the people of the future
should bear sonic responsibility for them
because they will be using them.

Unfortunately, again through a restric-
tion of credit, we find there has been a
reduction to the extent of 30 per cent.
in local government loans. So there are
works that cannot be proceeded with. As
a result, we find there is no avenue for
employment in this regard. Men in the
building trades, who are thrown out of
work, cannot be absorbed by the local
authorities if loan moneys are not avail-
able.

I do not profess to know anything
about the financial arrangements of any
particular country, but it has always been
forcibly in my mind that It Is remarkable
that, if we become engaged in a war.
there is an abundance of money, but as
soon as we come to peace times there
is no money available for works that
would be creative and an asset to the
country.

endeavour will be made to see whether
it is Possible for credit to be released so
that Private people who desire to have
finance, will be able to obtain it and there-
by commence the building of homes and
factories and so Provide employment.

In the early 90's of last century the
discovery of gold was responsible for
bringing a large number of people here
from the Eastern States which were then
Passing through a period of recession.
That was the beginning of the Improve-
ment of the financial position of this
State, so that it has Progressed from the
colonial days into a State of which we can
all be proud.

Following the discovery of gold, we had
the agricultural scheme introduced by the
late Sir James Mitchell, and we then passed
through a period of prosperity in regard
to the primary production of this coun-
try. The export of primary products
brought finance Into the State and assisted
our economy. So we go from one stage to
another. We have come to the stage now
when we are becoming industrialised. If I
can assist in any way in establishing some
industry, I am always prepared to do my
share.

The secondary industries in this State,
together with our primary industries and
the Production of minerals will, in the
future, make for better economic plan-
fling than we had in the early days when
we were dependent merely upon primary
Production. I am not in any way decrying
primary production, because I fully realise
what it has meant to this State particu-
larly, and to the other States of the Com-
monwealth in the part it has played in
our economy. Nevertheless, no country has
become great on primary production alone.
A nation becomes great because there Is an
equal balance between its primary pro-
duction and its secondary Industries.

We have only to look at our mother
country, the United Kingdom. She first
started off as a primary-producing coun-
try; but eventually, with the migration of
artisans and other tradesmen who were
brought from France and other European
countries to start their industries, by the
middle of the 18th century Great Britain
became known as the workshop of the
world.

Therefore, to my friends and colleagues
I would say. "Let us do all we can to
assist primary production, but also let us
do everything we can to establish second-
ary industries in this State." There are
one or two other questions that I would
like to deal with, but I will not discuss
them tonight. I support the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. W. F. Willesee, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.47 p.m.


